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Did You Know that the Expansion 
Range of the BAKER ROTARY 
WALL SCRAPER is from 4” to 36” 


Using Only Seven Bodies? It's 
True! See For Yourself. 


HERE 


Not only does the Baker Rotary Wall 

Scraper have amazing reaming capa- 

city but its strong construction and eee 

sound design assure absolute safety |. Bring in the Well — by 
under all operating conditions. scraping plastered mud 





















EN NR ane tenes | 


from the face of produc- 
is tive oil sand, thus increas- 
All wearing parts are made of alloy ing production. 
steels, carefully selected and prop- 
erly heat-treated for the particular y a dc 
function each performs. Body is ma- perine away - — 
chined from a solid piece of Chrome- as a first step in recement- 
Nickel Steel and the Blades from ing when bottom water 
Chrome-Molybdenum steel forgings. adult tite 
TRULY 3. Straighten Crooked Holes— 


The blades of the Baker Wall Scraper by cutting a square shoulder 


close ao mage ys the —_ by their 
work is e, but a piece rock or i 
steel should be encountered, they will for a new start to bring the 
shear through such obstruction when the hole back to vertical. 
tops of the blades contact the casing shoe 
while coming out of the hole. 
4. Secure Better Cementing Re- 


AMAZING sults-—by "wall scraping" a 


In the event a weak drilling string "bottleneck" to secure better 
should twist off, it is an easy mat- ‘. t. d 
ter to wash over a Baker Wall cement distribution up an 


Scraper, as its body O.D. is no . 
greater than the tool joints above. around the casing and shoe. 


REAMING 


In addition to the amazing 
reaming capacity, strong 
construction and operat- 


ing s “_ of the Baker 
see all Scraper, 





there are 10 other impor- 
tant reasons why it is a 
profitable tool to use. For 
complete details, see 
pages 215 to 220 of the 
large Baker Catalog sent 
free upon request. 
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BAKER ROTARY WALL SCRAPER | 
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Corpus Christi, Texas 
May 5, 1937 







Mr. H. W. Cardwell 
Wichita, Kansas 







Dear Mr. Cardwell: 






We are enclosing negatives of our #3 Machine 
j in action. We received the machine in good order and 
! it is now on its tenth job. 

















At the present writing we have it on a 6900 
foot well, We set a Baker Cement Retainer on a re- 
cementing job and drilled out the plug and 14 feet of 
cement, reset liner and expect to bring well in to- 
if) morrow morning. The machine handled 6900 feet of 2" 
if upset as good as either of our other two machines, 
which are of the heavier type. 


: We are keeping all three machines running 24 
hours a day and it looks as if we will have to get 
’ another machine. However, we plan to pay this last 

machine out before taking on any additional equipment. 
te Yours very truly, 


Si: COWAN & SOREY 


w Aba 


BFC:RS 
Encl. 
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ELIVERED—August 8, 1937 
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A Respite 


Biaceuse of the press of work, the President’s “ought” legislation, the oil 
industry has been spared the depletion allowance for another year. The 
log-jam created in Congress by the turmoil surrounding the proposed 
Supreme Court enlargement, while its effects are not by any means an 
unmixed blessing, certainly aided the oil industry’s cause when it pre- 
vented Congress from considering the President’s request to stop the loop 
holes in the income tax structure represented by the depletion allowance. 


A somewhat ironic effect of the publicity about tax evaders and loop holes 
is that it gave a good many people some new ideas as to how income 
taxes could be lessened. Many a man with a comfortable, but not extra- 
ordinary income, had been going along, year after year, paying his in- 
come tax without any especial thought as to how he could lower its 
size. When the administration, through the newspapers, told the entire 
citizenry just how a number of wealthy men were reducing their income 
tax payments, and further indicated that there really was nothing that 


could be done about it under the present law, a good many men who never 
thought about methods of lowering their income taxes immediately began 


to consult their lawyers to see if there wasn’t a legal and possible way to 
decrease their payments. The question now is whether the government 
isn’t actually going to lose some income through the action of a vast number 
of men who will now take every legal method, a number of which were 
nicely pointed out by the Administration, to lower their tax liability. 


All of which is more or less beside the point insofar as the depletion allow- 
ance is concerned. There is going to be a respite, simply because the 
Administration jammed the Congress with a measure that could not be put 


through. If the oil industry is wise, it will use the respite to strengthen its 
arguments as to why the allowance should be maintained. There is always 


another session of Congress, and for at least the next one, the present 
Administration will be in the saddle, and there is no reason to believe that 
it will not again play to the gallery by pointing out the so-called loophole 


given the industry by the depletion allowance. 



































The Oil Company Series 


"The oil company series, which has thus far told the stories of the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of California, the Shell Oil Co. of California, and the General 
Petroleum Corp. of California, will be continued with another representative 


California company in the California Oil World of September 20th. 


The series, which the publishers of the California Oil World are able to 
present through the cooperation of Mitchum, Tully & Co., California in- 
vestment dealers, has caused marked favorable comment, and will con- 
tinue until all the representative companies of the California oil industry 


have been noted. 
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Yankwich Holds Standard Oil 


For Trial In Sec. 36 Case 


Federal judge decides important questions of law in requiring Standard 
to stand trial, in equity court at Fresno in October, 
over title to Elk Hills lease. 


_ questions of law which will 
affect the course of the entire litiga- 
tion have just been decided by United 
States District Judge Leon R. Yank- 
wich in the case of the U. S. against 
Standard Oil Co. of California, in which 
the government seeks to recover from 
the Standard Oil Co. and others, one of 
the most valuable sections of land in 
California,—section 36 in the Elk Hills 
oil district in Kern county. The prop- 
erty is valued at $10,000,000 and over 
$11,000,000 in oil has been extracted from 
it. 

The principles declared by Judge Yank- 
which were: 


(1) That the suit by which the Govern- 
ment seeks to recover title because it re- 
lates to oil lands, and seeks to prevent 
further extraction of oil, is a suit in 
equity and not an action at law, to be 
tried by court—not jury. The trial will 
probably be held in Fresno in October, 
before Judge Yankwich. 


(2) That the decision of Secretary of 
Interior Harold L. Ickes, on Jan. 23, 
1935, in which he held that on Jan. 26, 
1903, at the time of the survey to them 
was accepted by the General Land Office, 
they were known to be mineral in char- 
acter is conclusive upon the defendants 
and upon the court and only be attacked 
on the ground of fraud or misapplica- 
tion of the law to the particular facts. 


(3) That the Congressional Resolution 
of Feb. 1, 1924, which authorized the 
Secretary of the Interior to institute pro- 
ceedings to establish the title of the 
United States in these lands did not 
limit the power of the Secretary. 


(4) That the designation of the lands 
as a part of the Naval Reserve No. 1, 
did not transfer to the Navy Depart- 
ment the administrative powers over 
public lands which the Secretary of the 
Interior has. 


(5) That the Secretary of the Interior 
had the right to make a different rule 
in the contest instituted within the De- 
partment than the Register who heard 
the evidence or the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, who affirmed his 
decision on Feb. 23, 1933; and that in 
reaching this conclusion he was not 
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bound by the ordinary rules of evidence 
and his conclusions could not be attack- 
ed because he gave more weight than a 
court of law would to certain facts than 
he did to others. 


(6) That in determining the known 
mineral character of the land, the Sec- 
retary was not bound by the rule which 
declared that no land should be consid- 
ered mineral unless there had been an 
actual discovery of minerals within its 
boundaries. 


(7) That this rule had not become a 
rule of property which the Secretary or 
the courts must recognize. 


(8) That the delays and lack of action 
on the part of the various agencies of 
the Government in asserting the title of 
the United States to the land does not 
stop the government. 


The suit was instituted by the govern- 
ment in 1937. It was the culmination of 
a long series of proceedings which dated 
back to 1908, which had been instituted 
with relation to this property. The most 
important of these was a proceeding in- 
stituted on May 8, 1925, in the United 
States Land Office at Visalia, after the 
adoption of a Congressional Resolution 
directing the Secretary of .the Interior 
to institute proceedings. A prior con- 
test, instituted before the same local 
Register was ordered dismissed by Sec- 
retary Albert Fall on June 9, 1921. This 
order was vacated by his successor, Sec- 
retary Work on May 8, 1925, who di- 
rected the Register to proceed to a hear- 
ing of the charge. The Standard Oil 
Co. brought action in the Supreme Court 
of the District of Columbia, seeking to 
enjoin the continuation of the proceed- 
ing on the ground that Secretary Fall’s 
order was a determination of the mat- 
ter. That court ruled in favor of the 
Standard Oil Co., and was sustained by 
the Court of Appeals of the District. 
However, the U. S. Supreme Court on 
Jan. 2, 1929, in an opinion, written by 
Justice Brandeis, reversed the decision 
and held that Secretary Fall’s order was 
invalid and that he could not dismiss the 
proceeding without hearing it and deter- 
mining the question of the mineral char- 
acter of the lands, upon which the claim 
of title of the United States rested. 








Judge Leon R. Yankwich 


In the complaint, the government as- 
serts ownership to the land upon the 
ground that because of its known min- 
eral character on Jan. 26, 1903, at the 
time the official survey of the section 
was approved, the land which had been 
claimed by the state as school lands 
and sold as such later on was not a 
part of the government’s grant of school 
lands to the State of California by the 
Act of Mar. 3, 1853. The Standard Oil 
Co. made a motion to transfer the cause 
to the law side of the court on the 
ground that it involves mere title to real 
property and does not belong to the 
equity side. 


The importance of the determination of 
this question lies in the fact that if the 
case is tried as a law case, the defendants 
are entitled to a trial by jury unless they 
waive it. On the equity side of the 
court, there is no jury. 


Judge Yankwich held that the allega- 
tions of waste and continued trespassing 
and the danger of changing the charac- 
ter of the property through the extrac- 
tion of oil gave jurisdiction to the equity 
side of the court. 


The opinion says: 


“The principles thus declared apply with 
great force to oil properties. Oil is min- 
ing, both under federal and California 
decisions. And because of its fugitive 
nature, the danger of continued waste is 
greater than in the case of water, tim- 
ber or solid minerals. 


“Involved here is not an individual seek- 
ing the restoration of the land. The gov- 
ernment itself is seeking to restore to its 
public domain property which it alleges 
never left it. 


“Even if we exclude the accounting fea- 


we 











tures of the bill, the allegations of waste 
and continued trespass, coupled with the 
prayer seeking a decree of title in the 
plaintiff, the invalidation of the leases, 
agreements, titles, conveyance and other 
instruments affecting the title and en- 
joining their assertion, and injunction 
against continued trespass and a re- 
ceiver are sufficient, under the authori- 
ties cited, to give the equity side of this 
court jurisdiction of the bill.” 


The other rulings were made upon the 
motion to strike certain defenses pleaded 
by the Standard Oil Co. and other de- 
fendants. The most important of these 
was the attack on the part of the de- 
fendants on the effect to be given to the 
decision of Secretary Ickes on Jan. 23, 
1935, declaring that because the lands 
were known mineral on Jan. 23, 1903, 
they did not pass under the school grant 
to the State of California, and, there- 
fore, neither the state nor the defendants 
claiming under it had any title. The 
Standard Oil’s contention was that the 
decision of the Secretary of the Interior 
is merely for his own guidance and does 
not bind the courts. Judge Yankwich de- 
clined to accept this view and held, after 
a review of the decisions, that if the land 
was known to be mineral on Jan. 26, 
1903, title never passed out of the United 
States and that the Land Department as 
a special tribunal of quasi-judicial power, 
had the right to determine that as a 
fact, and its determination was binding 
on the courts. 


The opinion says: 


“The determination of the known min- 
eral character of the land involves a 
question of fact. We are not dealing here 
with a case in which a patent or title to 
land had actually passed out of the hands 
of the United States. In such cases, the 
power of the Land Department to in- 
quire is at an end. The character of the 
grant under which this land was held 
prevented it from vesting in the State, 
if it was of known mineral character. 
In such contingency, the title simply ‘did 
not pass to the State under the school 
section grant.’ The rights of the State, 
therefore, never attached. The land re- 
mained a part of the public domain. The 
title never left the Government. The 
State acquired none and those who took 
from the State were ‘purchasers with no- 
tice.’ * * * * The mere fact that title 
to the lands is asserted by the defend- 
ants does not stand in the way of the 
Secretary’s determination of the quasi- 
jurisdictional fact of their mineral char- 
acter. The lack of title in the defendants 
flows from such a determination does 
not make the fact a jurisdictional one. 
West v. Standard Oil Co., holds dis- 
tinctly that when an adversary proceed- 


ing relating to lands is instituted before 
him, the Secretary of the Interior must 
hear and determine the matter. He can- 
not shirk the responsibility by dismiss- 
ing the proceeding. There is, therefore, 
not only the right to hear and determine 
but the duty to do so, as well. 


“The defendants say that the scope of 
the inquiry is merely to guide the Secre- 
tary in his future actions. We think 
that the general scope of the laws re- 
lating to the public domain, and the 
strictness with which courts have guard- 
ed the exercise of the quasi-judical 
powers of the Department stand in the 
way of such an interpretation. Clearly, 
powers so broad in scope, so widely ex- 
ercised and so jealously guarded by the 
courts are not intended merely for de- 
partmental self-instruction. They have 
that finality which attaches, even in the 
case of administrative bodies of more re- 
cent origin, and of more limited sphere.” 


The opinion also held that this power 
was not affected by the Congressional 
Resolution of 1924 directing the institu- 
tion of proceedings to assert and estab- 
lish the title of the United States to 
those lands, saying: 


oer 


The Secretary did not need the auth- 
ority of the resolution to make the in- 
quiry. In truth, we feel that the ob- 
ject of the resolution was merely to be- 
stir action on the part of those whom 
the Congress may have considered dil- 
atory in protecting, through proper pro- 
ceedings, both before the department and 
the courts, the interest of the Govern- 
ment in these lands, the defendants’ 
claim to which had been questioned as 
far back as 1908. It did not grant pow- 
er which the Secretary did not possess 
by virtue of his responsibility for the 
public lands, and his control over them.” 


Nor was it affected, the opinion holds, 
by the designation of the lands as a part 
of the Naval Reserve. The opinion says: 


“Because, through executive action, the 
exploitation of certain oil-bearing lands 
has been turned over, as a naval re- 
serve to the Navy Department, we are 
not justified in turning that department 
into an administrative court, of even 
quasi-judicial power. The executive or- 
der does not command such conse- 
quence.” 


The effect of the rulings on these ques- 
tions is to make the determination of 
the Secretary of the Interior that the 
lands were known mineral on Jan. 26, 
1903, final and binding on the court in 
the trial of the case. The only ground 
upon which this finality could be at- 
tacked is fraud or that in arriving at it, 
the Secretary misapplied well-established 





principles of law to the facts which re- 
sulted in awarding the property to the 
wrong party. No fraud is charged in 
the answers filed and at the oral argu- 
ment, Oscar Lawler, chief counsel for 
the Standard Oil Co., stated that the de- 
fendants do not charge fraud on the part 
of the government. They attack, how- 
ever, the finality of the Secretary’s rul- 
ing on the ground that he had no right 
to reverse the decision of the Register 
of the Land Office who ruled in favor 
of the defendants, a ruling in which the 
Commissioner of the Land Office con- 
curred. The opinion holds that the Sec- 
retary, as the supervisory officer of the 
Land Department, has the final say and 
is not bound to accept the view of his 
subalterns. The opinion also states that 
courts have no supervisory power over 
the Land Office and that their decisions 
based on conflicting testimony cannot be 
reviewed by the court. The attack upon 
the evidence which the defendants allevce 
the Secretary disregarded, the opinion 
holds to be merely an attack on the 
weight of the testimony, which is beyond 
the scope of judicial inquiry. The opin- 
ion Says: 


“The Department of the Interior is not 
bound by judicial rules of evidence. And 
the weight to be given by it to evidence 
is not subject to review. The Secre- 
tary’s determination, on conflicting tes- 
timony ‘would ordinarily, be conclusive 
on the courts, even if there were dem- 
onstrable error in the admission or ap- 
preciation of evidence’.” 

Another of the defenses raised by the 
defendants was that the government is 
estopped by certain acts done and rep- 
resentations made and failures to act 
over a period of years. The opinion sus- 
tained the motion of the government to 
strike out this defense upon the general 
grounds that the government cannot be 
bound by statements, declarations or ac- 
tions of its unauthorized agents. So that 
whatever representations were made, 
whatever delay was had, was not of a 
character to deprive the government of 
the right to its title. 


Even the expenditure of large sums of 
money by the defendants in developing 
the property were not held to estop 
the government. But the opinion did 
hold that these expenditures which ex- 
ceed $7,000,000 dollars, if shown to be 
made in good faith, could be pleaded as 
a set-off against the government’s claim 
to proceeds and damages from the oper- 
ations on the land. The defendants 
pleading them as such set-off claims in 
the answers is not affected by the ruling. 


The opinion also repudiates the rule of 
discovery as the sole means of determ- 
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ining the mineral character of the land 
when applied to oil lands. The defend- 
ants in their answers set up the fact 
that the Land Department and the courts 
for many years had held that no lands 
could be considered mineral lands unless 
minerals were actually discovered on 
them in sufficient quantity to warrant 
expenditures. They claimed that this 
rule existed prior to Jan. 26, 1903; that 
it had become a rule of property under 
which they acquired their title and could 
not now be changed. By rule of prop- 
erty is meant a principle relating to 
real property which, when declared by 
the courts and continued and acted on 
for a long time, is not subject to change 
so as to affect titles acquired while it 
was in existence. Judge Yankwich held 
thar the rule under which no land can 
be claimed to be mineral unless there 
has been an actual discovery of miner- 
al on it did not apply to coal and oil 
lands; that the discovery was not con- 
sidered the sole factor in governing the 
action of the Land Department in classi- 
fying lands. 


The opinion says: 


“No particular structural characteristic 
of ihe land was seized upon to deter- 
mine its character. While no claim could 
be made by a person to lands, without 
discovery, lands could be declared by the 
Land Department to be known mineral, 
although there had been no discovery, 
or actual production. For the determina- 
tion of that question by administrative 
or judicial processes was concerned, any 
competent, relevant evidence, any deduc- 
tions by men skilled in the field, based 
upon observable or deducible facts or 
indicia upon the land or in its vicinity 
or upon deductions from the geologi- 
cal formation of the area, disclosures or 
other surrounding or external circum- 
stances, could be relied upon. Actual ex- 
posure of the mineral was not essential 
or even necessary. 


“While assertions of the discovery rule 
may be found prior to 1903, it had not 
reached the status of a definite rule of 
long standing guiding the department 
with reference to the classification of oil 
lands. In 1905, the decision in the ab- 
solute form claimed for it by the de- 
fendants was repudiated by the Secre- 
tary who promulgated the regulations of 
1903 


“Our highest courts have not recognized 
the existence of the rule. They have held 
that geological deductions and inferences 
might be determinative of the mineral 
character of land and have stated that 
there is no fixed rule that lands be- 
come valuable for mineral only through 
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its actual discovery within the bound- 
aries.” 


The opinion decides that the principle 
did not exist at the time of the accept- 
ance of the survey and that even if it 
existed at the time, it could not be 
asserted by the defendants because they 
did not acquire title until 1910 from per- 
sons who had them from the state in 
1908-1909. 


The opinion concludes: 


“At best, the rule of property is a rule 
of necessity. It postulates the frailty 
of judicial judgment. It safeguards rights 
acquired to property under principles de- 
clared by courts against changing judic- 
ial thought. 


“However, before setting up a judicial 
declaration as a rule of property, we 
should require, at least, that it be fixed, 
long continued and relied upon by per- 
sons acquiring property so that its re- 
pudiation would amount to a denial of 
due process. The principles should not 
be extended to executive departments, 
except in the most clear instances of 
long and continued promulgation and re- 
liance. 


“The rule of property asserted here, if 
it was ever given definite form by the 
Department, came into being on the 
day of the promulgation of the rules,— 
Mar. 6, 1903. Our highest courts do not 
recognize that it ever existed in the form 
claimed for it here. It could not inure 
to the benefit of the State of California 
as of the date of the acceptance of the 
survey,—Jan. 26, 1903. 


“Subsequent events show that it was 
not recognized as a fixed rule either by 
the Department or by the courts at the 
time the defendants here acquired their 
properties. As we view it, it does not 
exist today. To recognize it, therefore, 
as a bar to the government’s claim of 
title for the benefit of defendants whose 
predecessors did not acquire title at a 
time when it had become a rule of prop- 
erty, (if it ever did), is to set up a vested 
right upon a non-existent factual bottom. 
Respect as we must have for the prop- 
erty rights of individuals, protect them 
as we must against encroachment even 
by the sovereign, we should, neverthe- 
less, not go to this romantic length when 
a sovereign asserts that property claimed 
by others never left the public do- 
main.” 


The defendants are given 20 days to 
amend their answers and to plead any 
other defenses they may desire to plead. 


The government was represented by 
John W. Preston, who resigned from the 
California Supreme Court to become 
special counsel for the government in 
this proceeding, and Annette Abbott 
Adams, assistant special counsel for the 
United States. 


Oscar Lawler, Eugene M. Prince and 
Wm. H. Burges represented the defend- 
ants, Standard Oil Co. of California and 
Standard Gasoline Co. The defendant, 
Southern California Gas Co. was repre- 
sented by Neil G. Locke. Ray W. Hays 
represented the defendants Frank J. Car- 
man and Elna Carman and the Trustees 
under the will of Charles O. Fairbank. 





BUDA 
OIL FIELD POWER 


FROM THE SHOPS of BUDA 


Sold 


and Serviced 


by 


PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


TELEPHONE ADAMS 5148 
651 EAST GAGE AVE., LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


“@ Service Shops @ 


R. W. ‘DICK’ PROBST 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. 


3105 CHERRY AVE. 
SIGNAL HILL, CALIF. 





The House of V Belts and Drives 


















































AF A HER SAN ET SA GF Dn 5 


ane at 





The Buttes Oilfields, Inc., No. 4, at Marysville Buttes—looking north, with South Butte in 
right distance. The well is in an erosive arroyo in the “outer breccia ring” or annular ridge 
of ejecta flung out when the ancestral peak whose snags are now the Buttes was in eruption. 
The Boulders are volcanic (andesitic) “bombs”. Buttes No. 3 is 2250 ft. south (down-structure) 
from No. 4, soon to be completed in the same producing sand. No. 1, and No. 2 which is 750 ft. 
west, are behind the rounded knoll of cretaceous beyond the rig, a mile and a half north. 


Commercial Gas Production 


Proved By Marysville Well 


25,000,000 cu. ft. Buttes No. 4 on production in August from 5855 ft. 
with 21 ft. of sand open. Company will deepen 
No. 3 to same producing formation. 


A ugust brought confirmation of 
the commercial productivity of the 
Marysville Buttes field in Sutter 
county, in the shape of a 25,000,000 
cu. ft. gasser — Buttes No. 4, 14 
miles west of Marysville on the 
southerly flank of the Buttes. 


Shut-in casinghead pressure at com- 
mencement of the flow-test, con- 
ducted by Measurement Engineer 
Ben Hill and Assistant Engineer 
Silas Havock of the Kettleman Hills 
staff of Pacific Gas and Electric Co., 
under personal supervision of Mana- 
ger Fred Doyle of the natural gas 
division of the utility company, was 
2950 pounds. Four days later it had 
increased to 3050 pounds; and an- 
other two days, with periodic blow- 
offs to clear the hole of residual 
fluid, saw it built up to 3100 pounds. 


Production comes from only about 
21 ft. of sand at bottom, beneath a 
4-toot hard “shell” stratum of dense, 
almost impervious sandstone. Depth 
is 5855 ft., with 5730 ft. of casing 
and perforated liner below it. 


Behavior of the well indicates that 
the 10 ft. of high-pressure gas sand 
above the stratum of “shell” is still 
sealed by the weight-material it had 
been necessary to pump into the 
hole at a 2500-pound pressure, with 
the well bottomed at the top of the 
“shell,” to head off a premature 
blowout. With abutting edges of 
that sand zone delivering, about 31 
ft. of hole would be exposed and 
the flow probably would materially 
increase. The near-blowout came 
at the end of a 10-week fishing job 
caused by seizure of the bit and 
drill-pipe when shale was suddenly 
forced into the hole by the gas pres- 
sure. It was necessary to wash 
over the pipe and cut it off in sec- 
tions. 


In January, gas from a shallower 
high-pressure sand blew all drilling 
mud from the well, almost causing 
its loss and for the time endanger- 
ing rig and crew seriously. That 
sand is cased off (5090 ft.) as, be- 
ing of lower pressure than that at 
bottom, it can not be drawn upon 
simultaneously. 


In the initial flow-test, delivery was 
through a 63/64-inch bean; the ac- 
tual measured flow being 24,600,000 
cu. ft. per day, with shut-in pres- 
sure at 2950 and the hole not yet 
cleared of fluid and residual mud. 
With pressure 150 pounds higher, 
later tests are expected to exceed 
the initial test as to production 
rate. 


To Deepen Buttes No. 3 


Plans of The Buttes Oilfields, Inc., 
are to deepen Buttes No. 3, 2250 
feet south of No. 4 and now bottom- 
ed at 5344 ft., to and well into the 
high-pressure sand producing in No. 
4. No. 3 is 55 ft. topographically 
lower than No. 4, and 150 ft. lower 
structurally. Here the cretaceous 
sedimentaries, from which produc- 
tion is coming, dip approximately 
due south. Two east-west faults, 
born of the upheavals when the 
andesitic core of the Buttes was 
forced up through valley sedimen- 
taries as a great “volcanic plug,” the 
nearer one about 700 ft. north of No. 
4, served as traps for the inward- 
migrating gas. From showings 
during drilling and also from the 
fact that from the same cretaceous 
horizons, where they are uptilted 
in the Coast Range foothills 32 miles 
west, at Mountain House, light 
paraffin base oil has seeped continu- 
ously from earliest known times, 
geologists and engineers of the com- 
pany look for development of oil 
with deeper drilling on its 44,000- 
acre property. The drill here en- 
tered the cretaceous from Eocene at 
approximately 2500 ft. In the Rio 
Vista gas field, 70 miles due south, 
production in completed Amerada 
wells comes from lower Eocene for- 
mations at depths ranging around 


4200 to 4500 it. 


In combating high pressure in No. 
4, the Buttes organization found 
that use of selected clays, as natural 
mud up to and above 92-lb. density, 
could hold it without danger of seal- 
ing sands as with colloids. Such 
natural mud will be used in putting 
No. 3 into the high-pressure pro- 
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‘ duction zone. The producing sand 
a: is a solid, compact one, accounting 
0 for the unexpectedly moderate, uni- 
( form flow of gas despite the exces- 
t sive rock-pressure ; likewise indicat- 
. ing long-lived production. 
ry 
d , 
: Gas Line Surveyed 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. engi- 
neers have been surveying for the 
projected new gas line from Marys- 
| ville and Yuba City west to Colusa 
) and other West Side communities. 
; The line crosses the property of The 
. Buttes Oilfields, Inc., just south of 


No. 3 and No. 4 wells. At present 


, there is no natural gas distribution 

-th of the line Roseville-Sacra- 4 hint of the force behind 3000-pound casinghead pressure is given in this action-shot of 

: _ A i ; Buttes No. 4 blowing itself clear of fluid and residual drilling mud preliminary to its initial 

mento-Davis-Woodland. Artifical — jlow-test, in which it delivered gas of 1016 Btu at a rate of 24,600,000 cu. ft. per day. Shut-in 

gas distributed in Marysville, Yuba pressure has increased to 3100 pounds. This flow was through a 63/64-inch bean. The dis- 
charge pipe is 24-inch. Mud was blown more than 500 ft. from the rig. 





, City, Chico, Oroville and contigu- 

ous communities is manufactured in exists in the Pacific Northwest Amerada Petroleum Corp., with 

Marysville. Aside from this local- which, it is estimated, can absorb several thousand acres under lease 

ized demand for natural gas from a__up to 250,000,000 cu. ft. per day. just west of the southerly end of the 
field of major proportions so located, Buttes property, has drilled a num- 


, 70 miles nearer than any other Cali- Major companies have been watch- ber of core-holes on its holdings 
fornia field, high potential demand ing Buttes developments closely. recently. 














Thirty seconds to install, even fewer 
seconds to remove—that’s the speedy 


action you get with the MacClatchie 
Quick Change Cement Head. Turning a single nut on a mandrel 
firmly anchors slips into the casing and expands a packing rubber 
that gives an absolutely fluid tight seal under all pressures . . . and 
an increase in pressure only anchors the slips more firmly and ex- 
pands the packer more tightly! Moreover, the head may be re- 
moved or replaced with the casing in motion, eliminating the need 
of setting slips or removing elevators while installing. 


The MacClatchie Quick Change Cement Head is widely used not 
only for cement jobs where speed is an important factor, but also 
for circulating or “‘washing-in” casing with a maximum of efficiency. 
The Head is available for all sizes of casing, and is adjustable to 
operate in all weights of the particular size for which it is intended. 


Boost the efficiency of your casing operations by having a Mac- 
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Central Committee Sets 


638,200 Bbls. As Allowable 


Allowable same as Bureau of Mines recommendation, with increase 
being reserved for new producers. Committee says 
allowable not to exceed figure given. 


"The Allocation Committee’s al- 
lowable for the state for September, 
concurred in and issued by the Cen- 
tral Committee, again follows, for 
the third successive month, the U. 
S. Bureau of Mines recommenda- 
tion. The Bureau’s recommendation 
for the state for the month is 638,- 
200 bbls. per day, an increase of 
25,400 bbls. per day from August’s 
allowable of 612,800 bbls. daily. 


The Central Committee in raising 
the allowable to the higher figure, 
however, specified that the 638,200- 
bbl. figure was not to be exceeded. 
This means that no greater amount 
will be allotted, no matter how much 
new production is brought in dur- 
ing the month. 


The additional allowable is to be 
used for new production, but, by 
giving a lee-way of 25,000 bbls. per 
day for this new production, relieves 
the older fields from an exaggerated 
decline figure, which had to be ap- 
plied in the past in order to make 
room for new production. To this 
degree, therefore, the new figure is 
an aid to settled production which 
hore the brunt of the exaggerated 
decline of previous months. 


There is also some feeling in the in- 
dustry that it is wise to follow the 
Bureau of Mines figure in order to 
obviate the possibility of a Federal 
Trade Commission investigation 
into the industry. It is conceiv- 
able that the Commission, if it 
thought the move advisable, might 
investigate the industry to the end 
that restraint of trade action might 
be taken, if it thought that any 
body was setting production quotas. 
In past years, the Central Committee 
allowables, while not following the 
Bureau’s recommendations on a 







month-to-month basis, averaged out 
slightly higher than the recommen- 
dations over the period of a year. 


National Situation 


The daily average production of 
crude oil estimated by the Bureau 
of Mines to meet the demand in 
September is 3,509,300 bbls., 46,400 
higher than the daily average esti- 
mated for August. This is 476,- 
900 bbls. (16%) higher than the 
actual daily production for Septem- 
ber, 1936, but only 9% higher than 
the actual demand for that month. 


Crude oil production during the five 
weeks, June 26 to July 31, averaged 
about 3,571,000 bbls. daily. During 
that period crude oil stocks in- 
creased 571,000 bbls. net, of which 
192,000 was in domestic grades, in- 
cating a daily demand for domestic 
crude during this period of 3,565,- 
000 bbls., a new record. 


The domestic demand for motor fuel 
in September has been estimated as 
48,700,000 bbls., or 10% higher than 
the actual demand for September, 
1936. 


Exports of motor fuel for Septem- 
ber have been estimated as 3,000,000 
bbls; this is 100,000 over the Aug- 
ust estimate in line with the upward 
trend in this factor during recent 
months. 


Stocks of finished and unfinished 
gasoline amounted to approximate- 
ly 70,000,000 bbls. as of July 31. 
The Bureau estimates a withdrawal 
of 2,800,000 bbls. of gasoline from 
stocks during September, compared 
with an estimate of 5,000,000 bbls. 
for August. Should all these esti- 
mates prove essentially correct, 


stocks of Sept. 30 would amount to 
62,200,000 bbls., or about 4,400,000 
above the level of Sept. 30, 1936. 


Benzol and “direct” sales and losses 
of natural gasoline have been esti- 
mated as 1,000,000 bbls., making 
the estimated production of gasoline 
47,900,000 bbls., or 1,597,000 bbls. 
daily. This is distributed among the 
districts as follows (thousands of 
barrels) : East Coast, 7000; Appala- 
chian, 1780; Indiana-Illinois, 8330; 
Oklahoma, 3150; Kansas-Missouri, 
2730; Texas Inland, 3740; Texas 
Gulf, 10,840; Louisiana Gulf, 1510; 
North Louisiana-Arkansas, 910; 
Rocky Mountain, 1140; California, 
6770. 


Crude Petroleum 


Natural gasoline consumption at 
refineries in September is estimated 
as 7.4% of the total gasoline re- 
quired, or 3,540,000 bbls. The yield 
of straight-run and cracked gasoline 
is estimated as 44.5%, which, when 
applied to the estimated straight-run 
and cracked gasoline production of 
44,360,000 bbls. gives refinery re- 
quirements as 99,580,000 bbls., a 
daily average of 3,319,000 bbls. 


Foreign crude run to stills is esti- 
mated as 2,900,000 bbls., the same 
as for August. 


Crude oil exports have shown a 
strong upward trend during the past 
few months. Whether the high rate 
of exports be continued is 
problematical, nevertheless it was 
thought advisable to increase the es- 
timate by 400,000 bbls. over the 
August estimate to 5,600,000 bbls. 
The estimate for crude oil burned as 
fuel and losses has been increased 
in accordance with the usual sea- 
sonal change to 3,000,000 bbls., 100,- 
000 higher than August. 


will 





Pacific Oil Starts 
Well At Poso Creek 


Pacific Oil & Gas Development Co. 
has made a location in sec. 36, 27-27, — 








in the Poso Creek area on a sub- 4 
lease from the Standard Oil Co. 4 
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Other Lane-Wells Products and Serv- 
ices include: Liner Hangers, Anchor 
Formation Packers, Rat-Hole Pack- 
ers, Well Washers, Strata-graph and 
Lo-Kate-It Services (outside of Cali- 


fornia, under license from Oil Well 


Water Locating Company.) 
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Balance Being Reached 
In Wilmington Activity 


Unit the opening of the Long 
Beach portion of the field, comple- 
tions and new development at 
Wilmington apparently will about 
balance with the possibilities more 
in favor of the former. Statistics 
for the week ending August 28th 
show eight new locations, four of 
which were in Long Beach, eight 
completions, and thirty wells drill- 
ing. Of the many applications sub- 
mitted to the Long Beach Harbor 
Commission, twenty-six actual 
notices of intention to drill have 
been turned in to the Division of 
Oil and Gas, assuring immediate in- 
tensive development with the open- 
ing of this area. The Harbor 
Board’s action of Monday, in tabling 
the ordinance makes the opening of 
the area very indefinite, however. 


Union Pacific leads again in com- 
pletions bringing in four averaging 
better than 250 bbls. under curtail- 
ment, the largest being No. 45 with 
initial production of 522 bbls. of 
17.2 gravity oil cutting 18%. Other 
completions include Wilton Oil Co. 
No. 1, a southwest outpost, for an 
estimated 250 bbls. per day; V. R. 
G. Wilbur Santa Fe No. 1 at Mc- 
Farland and Denni Streets for an 
estimated flow of 200 bbls.; and in 
the northeast area, Burnoel 586-B 
and Bankline P. T. C. No. 6 for 150 
and 185 bbls. respectively. It is 


Los Angeles Basin 


interesting to note that all comple- 
tions except Union Pacific’s are in 
outlying portions of the field and 
help to extend the already large pro- 
ductive area. Wilmington is still 
the field without a dry hole. 


The Royalty Service Co. Gilmore 
482-2, deep test holds the key to 
the future development of the town- 
lot proven area. The results of 
formation tests made at several 
points to bottom at 5775 ft. have 
not been officially divulged, but are 
understood to be sufficiently satis- 
factory to warrent further and more 
conclusive testing. 





Hildon Spuds In 
Second Bixby Well 


In the new productive area north- 
west of Long Beach, Hildon Oil Co. 
has spudded in its second test, Bix- 
by Co. No. 2, and is now drilling 
below 750 ft. No. 1, the discovery 
well continues to flow 575 bbls. of 
24.1 gravity clean oil daily. Union 
Oil Co. has completed roads to its 
Oil Operators No. 1 and is driving 
piling preparatory to building the 
derrick. 


Calmore Deep Test At 
Redondo In Schist At 5150 

At Redondo, the deep test of Cal- 
more Oil Co. was drilled to 5150 ft., 
the top of the schist being encount- 
ered at 5105 ft. The well went direct- 
ly into the schist from shale forma- 
tion, no conglomerate being present. 


Deep Zone Attempts At 
Rosecrans Unsuccessful 


Attempts to develop a new deep 
zone at Dominguez have failed thus 
far. Shell Oil Co. Reyes No. 90 
reached a depth of 9598 ft. when me- 
chanical trouble forced the abandon- 
ment of the lower portion of the 
hole. The well has been plugged 
to 7476 ft. and placed on production 
in that zone for 250 bbls. Union 
Oil Co’s. deep test, Callender No. 
50, failed to obtain production from 
10,435 ft. due to water troubles, and 
efforts are being made to place the 
well on production from upper 
zones. It is understood that Callen- 
der No. 57, now being rigged up, 
will be another deep test. 





Lawndale Deep Tests 
Unsuccessful To Date 


Recent attempts to develop deeper 
production at Lawndale have been 
unsuccessful to date. Peck No. 9, 
which was deepened to 7350 ft. by 
A. A. Douglas and Associates, was 
put on a production test from a 
plugged depth of 7270 ft., but swab- 
bing tests showed only a _ small 
amount of fluid. It is understood 
that the hole may be plugged back 
and the casing perforated in an 
effort to develop comercial produc- 
tion from upper zones. The test of 
Hokum Oil Co. drilled by Young 
and Bryan to 7247 ft., on being test- 
ed, made several short flows of oil 
before water broke in. Further tests 
are being made. 
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Production Tests Due On 


Important El Segundo Wells 


Another series of production tests 
of important wells at El Segundo 
is due to be made in the near fu- 
ture. The Texas Co. has failed to 
obtain a water shutoff on Security 
No. 3, and casing has been rece- 
mented, but the well should be in 
soon. Total depth of this hole, which 
offsets Standard Oil Co., Refinery 
No. 1 to the east, is 7162 ft. with 
casing set at 7050 ft. 660 ft. to the 
south of No. 3, Texas’ No. 4 test 
is drilling into the schist at 7180 ft., 
the top of the formation being en- 
countered at 7106 ft. Nodular shale 
marker zone was cored at 7050 ft., 
no conglomerate being found. In 
the northeastern portion of the filed, 
Royalty Service Corp. El Segundo 
No. 2, offsetting The Ohio Oil Co’s. 
recently completed Gough No. 5, 
cored the top of the conglomerate 
zone at 7287 ft., and casing is being 
set for a production test. Other 
holes drilling below 6000 ft. in that 
part of the field include: Geo. F. 
Getty, Inc. E. S. No. 1, Pacific 
Western Oil Co. Goodwin No. 1, 
and Ohio’s Gough No. 6. 


The townlot area to the northwest 
of the present proven area is a cen- 
ter of widespread leasing, and it is 
certain that considerable drilling 
will result in this district soon. It 
is understood that Apex Petroleum 
Co. has made location for Elsie Nos. 
1 & 2 on community leases in Block 
123, and that Ruchti Petroleum Co. 
will drill on lots 289-292 in the same 
block. Richfield Oil Corp. is drill- 
ing Elsie No. 2 below 6500 ft. This 
well, located in the townlot area 
north of El Segundo Ave., is the 
most northwesterly project of the 
field. To the north of Richfield’s 
big producer, Elsie No. 1, the initial 
test of Sunshine Oil Co., Elsie- 
Edison No. 1, is now below 6000 
ft. It is reported that El Segundo 
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Oil Corp., Sidney Grauman, presi- 
dent, will drill approximately 1000 
ft. to the west of this well. 


Production is holding up remarkab- 
ly well in the field, daily average 
continuing above 11,000 bbls. Stand- 
ard’s Refinery No. 1 well is now 
flowing better than 2000 bbls. of 
26.2 gravity clean oil daily after be- 
ing on production for several weeks 
without liner or tubing in the hole. 
The best record of any well in the 
field was made by The Texas Co., 
Security No. 1. This well, after 
having produced for several months, 
was recently opened up to a 36/64- 
inch orifice, and is flowing. better 
than 2400 bbls. of clean oil daily. 


Two outpost attempts to extend 
the field to the east and northwest 
have been spudded. Richfield is 
drilling Howard No. 1, located more 
than a half mile to the east of pres- 
ent production in sec. 7, 3-14, below 
2000 it., surface casing having been 
set at 1175 ft. To the northeast of 
the old Jean Marvin well, Tidewater 
Associated Oil Co. is below 1000 ft. 
on its test of the Leuzinger prop- 
erty in sec. 8, 3-14. It is under- 
stood that the Dresco Oil Co. of 
Torrance has taken over the Marvin 
well and may redrill it to the schist. 


Republic Petroleum Co. El Segundo 
No. 2, one of the original producing 
wells of the field, which was taken 
off the pump and deepened into the 
schist to 7699 ft. in an attempt to 
increase its production, ran into 
bottom water and has been plugged 
back. The most southerly well of 
the field, Richfield Santa Fe, which 
was also deepened into the schist to 
7690 ft., also encountered water. The 
well was plugged to 7650 ft. and at- 
tempts are being made to put it on 
production, but little fluid enters 
the hole. 


Universal Rosecrans Well 
Gets Miocene Production 


Miocene production was obtained 
at Rosecrans in the Universal Con- 
solidated Trust No. 1 when the hole 
was plugged to 7550 and the pipe 
reperforated below 7200 ft. The 
well was completed flowing by heads 
140 bbls. per day of 33 gravity clean 
oil. Bolsa Chica Oil Co. Exeter No. 
3 was not so fortunate and after 
swabbing mostly water from 7500 
ft. is preparing to plug back to the 
upper producing horizons. 


Barnsdall has cemented the water 
string in both O’Dea No. 16 and No. 
17. The former was drilled to 7880 
ft. and plugged back 7540 ft. when 
the bottom tested wet. Formation 
tests on No. 17 from 6900 ft. to 
bottom, 7078 ft., indicate good pro- 
duction possibilities. Rig is up for 
O’Dea No. 18. A. N. Macrate Gray 
No. 2 continues to core fractured 
shale below 7600 ft. and is apparent- 
ly in a fault zone. 





Hall To Drill Test 
East Of Playa del Rey 


In the area east of Venice, where 
the recently abandoned well of 
Eastern Oil Co. gave evidence that 
production might be obtained, Rob- 
ert C. Hall and Associates of Holly- 
wood are preparing to drill an ex- 
ploratory test. The location falls 
about 1500 ft. to the northwest of 
the intersection of Culver and Lin- 
coln Blvds., and is southeast of the 
test now being drilled by Sharby 
Oil Co., which is now below 7000 ft. 
It is understood that 270 acres are 
under lease, the land being quit- 
claimed by Union Oil Co. 





O. C. Field To Deepen 
Old Well At Lompoc 


On the extreme easterly end of the 
old Lompoc Field, O. C. Field Gas- 
oline Corp. has resumed operations 
on Santa Rita No. 1, and the well 
will be deepened. Located in sec. 
11, 7n-33w, it had been standing idle 
for several months at a depth of 2015 
ft. Casing is set at 1921 ft. 








San Joaquin Valley 


Hogan Mountain View 
Well Makes 800 Bbls. 


A\nother good completion was 
chalked up recently by Hogan Pe- 
troleum Co. at Mountain View 
when Porter-Day No. 10 was 
brought in from a depth of 6014 ft. 
for 800 bbls. of 25.0 oil per day, cut- 
ting 3%. Located in the southern 
central portion of the field, near the 
center of the nw of sec. 29, 30-29, 
the well was drilled to 6014 ft. and 
casing set at 5620 ft. The company 
is preparing to drill two new wells 
in the southerly extension area of 
the field. Bankline-Symonds No. 4 
is to be an offset to Mohawk Petro- 
leum Co., Earl Fruit No. 5 in the 
recently discovered extreme south- 
erly producing area near the south- 
ern edge of sec. 4, 31-29; and C.C. 
M.O.-Symons No. 5 will be drilled 
in the northwest corner of the same 
section in an attempt to extend the 
main portion of the field to the 
south. 


Mohawk Petroleum Co. encountered 
the top of the productive horizon at 
5269 ft. in Earl Fruit No. 5. The 
hole was drilled to 5447 ft. and a 
production test is being made. To 
the northeast in the recently dis- 
covered “Derby” area, The Ohio Oil 
Co. is preparing to drill Derby No. 
6, to the north of its No. 5 producer 
in sec. 33, 30-29. 


Shell Oil Co. Abandons 
Deep Test In Canal Area 


Shell Oil Co. K.C.L. A-21, deep ex- 
ploratory test of the Canal area, 
three miles to the northwest’of Ten 
Section in sec. 14, 30-25, has been 
abandoned. Drilled to 8613 ft., cas- 
ing cemented at 8275-ft.,-and repeat- 
ed attempts made to produce the 
horizon from the cementing point to 
8325 ft., but only salt water with a 
small quantity of oil was recovered. 
No future plans for drilling in the 
area have been announced by the 
company. 


Eastmont Abandons 
Round Mountain Test 


The third test of Eastmont Oil Co. 
in the newly discovered area east of 
Round Mountain, in sec. 16, 28-29, 
drilled through the fault at 1836 ft. 
and has been abandoned after being 
drilled to 1880 ft. in barren gray 
sand. The top of the Vedder zone 
was cored at 1835 ft. The well was 
located approximately 750 ft. to the 
north of the company’s Olcese No. 2 
producer, and was evidently drilled 
too far to the east. 


To the north, Pebble Beach Oil Co. 
has abandoned its Olcese No. 1 
after attempts to produce the Ved- 
der zone from a shallow depth had 
failed. The hole was originally 
drilled to 1703 ft. Location has been 
staked for a second test in an effort 
to find another accumulation about 
1500 ft. to the east and 300 ft. to 
the north, near the south quarter 
corner of sec. 9, 28-29. 


Tampico Petroleum Co. of Long 
Beach has spudded an exploratory 
test near the northeast corner of 
sec. 17, 28-29, nearly three-quarters 
of a mile to the northwest of the 
discovery well. The company has 
80 acres under lease. 





Standard Oil KCL 11-7 
Gets Oil Sand At 7700 


At Greeley, Standard Oil Co’s. K. 
C.L. 11-7 in sec. 20,29-26, encounter- 
ed the top of the oil zone at 7700 
ft. The hole was drilled ahead to 
7733 ft. and casing cemented at 7690 
ft. for a production test. A success- 
ful completion here will extend the 
proven limits of the field nearly a 
quarter of a mile to the east, the well 
being located due east of 11-3, 
which is possibly the best well of 
the field to date. Location has been 
made for another well, K.C.L. 11-10 
in sec. 17, 29-26, approximately 1200 
ft. to the northeast of the discovery 
well, and south and west of the re- 
cently completed 11-6. 


Kenda Eocene Test In 
Gray Shale At 10,950 


At Kettleman, Kenda’s Eocene deep 
test at the northerly edge of the 
field is drilling below 10,950 ft. in 
gray shale and barren sand, the last 
good oil sand having been cored at 
10,861 ft. It is probable that the 
well will continue to be deepened 
to determine if another productive 
zone exists below. 


Two and one half miles to the 
southeast in the central portion of 
the northerly part of the field, Su- 
perior Oil Co. is redrilling the lower 
portion of the hole in its No. 5 well 
on the Huffman lease and will 
deepen to the Eocene. The present 
depth of this well, which is located 
in sec. 29, 21-17, is 8682 ft. This 
should prove to be a very interest- 
ing test. 


Standard Oil Co. has completed No. 
41-33J at Kettleman from a depth 
of 8025 ft., flowing 1200 bbls. of 36.3 
gravity oil daily, cutting 1.9%, with 
3,000,000 cu. ft. of gas. The well is 
located near the north quarter cor- 
ner of sec. 33, 21-17, in the north- 
erly central portion of the field. 


Derrick Erected For 
Buena Vista Hills Well 


American Empire Oil Co. is prepar- 
ing to drill a wildcat test northeast 
of Buena Vista Hills. Derrick has 
been erected in sec. 20, 31-24, about 
a quarter of a mile from nearest pro- 
duction. 


Trico Oil & Gas Starts 
Wildcat In Mt. Poso Area 


A mile north of the new North 
Mount Poso area, and about the 
same distance to the northwest of 
proven production in the Dominion 
area, Trico Oil & Gas Co. is pre- 
paring to drill an exploratory test 
on the Allen lease in the sw% of 
sec. 20, 26-28. 
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Mt. Poso Development 
Holds Steady Pace 


L evelopment of the new North 
Mount Poso area continues at a 
steady pace. A quarter of a mile 
to the south of the present most 
southerly producer of the field, Ring 
Oil Co. Shapiro No. 1, the company’s 
Louden No. 1 is being put on pro- 


- duction from 1733 ft. top of the 


Vedder zone having been encount- 
ered at 1690 ft. and casing set at 
1687 ft.. The next well to be drilled 
will probably be Blackfoot No. 1, a 
quarter of a mile to the southeast 
along the trend of the structure 
from the Louden well in sec. 32, 
26-28. 


D. G. Vedder is preparing to off- 
set Ring Louden No. 1 to the east 
with B.N.B. No. 1, the location fall- 
ing 220 ft. south and 220 ft. east of 
the west quarter of the ne% of sec. 
32. To the north of the discovery 
well in sec. 29, Vedder Petroleum 
Corporation has completed Lam- 
bert No. 1 from a depth of 1795 ft. 
as a good pumper, no accurate 
gauge being available at the present 
time, and has started work on Lam- 
bert No. 2 one location to the east 
of No. 1. This lease was formerly 
known as the Bowles lease. 


The productive limits of the field 
have apparently been defined on the 
northwest by the dry hole drilled by 
Ring on the Vedder-Hyde lease in 
sec. 30. It is understood that loca- 
tions made by Sunset Oil Co. still 
further to the north will not be 
drilled. 


Union Oil Abandons 
San Emidio Core Hole 


Southeast of Midway in the San 


_ Emidio area, Union Oil Co. has 


abandoned its core hole, Morrison 
No. 1, in sec. 31, 11-22. Originally 
drilled to 2075 ft. it was plugged 
back and tested by stages to 770 ft., 
with only mud and water being re- 
covered. 
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Amerada Completes 

Rio Vista Gas Well 

Amerada Petroleum Co. completed 
another well in the Rio Vista gas 
field when Neil Hamilton No. 1 was 
brought in from a depth of 4430 ft. 
with a rating of 42,000,000 cu. ft. of 
gas. After casing had been set in 
this well, the hole below the shoe 
was found to have been lost, and the 
well was redrilled to 4393 ft. 


To the north of the Hamilton well 
in sec, 25, 4n-2e, Tracy Drilling Co. 
of San Francisco is preparing to 
spud an outpost test on the Hansen 
lease. It is understood that Amerada 
has temporarly suspended opera- 
tions in the area, awaiting the out- 
come of this test. 





Reserve Gets Water 
On Production Tests 


In the Reserve area north of Grape- 
vine, Reserve Oil & Gas Co. No. 
33-4 showed considerable water on 
production tests from a plugged 
depth of 4610, so the liner was 
pulled, the hole plugged back and 
casing perforated in the zone from 
4546 to 4580 ft., for another series of 
tests. It is understood that another 
well may be drilled. 


Two miles to the north, The Ohio 
Oil Co. continues to test its No. D-1 
from a depth of 5170 ft., recovery to 
date of swabbing being mostly sand 
and gas cut mud. 





Amerada Devil’s Den 
Well Not Commercial 


Amerada Petroleum Corp. Beer No. 
4 at Devil’s Den, in which fair look- 
ing oil sand was found from 2657 
ft. to 2665 ft., was placed on a pump- 
ing test, and started making oil at a 
26-bbl. rate, but soon declined to 
about 10 bbls. per day. The gravity 
of the oil runs higher than 25 de- 
grees and it is clean, but the well is 
not commercially productive, and it 
is unlikely that the company will do 
further work here. 


Standard To Drill Deep 
Test At Semitropic 


In the Semitropic Gas field west of 
Wasco in Kern Co., Standard Oil Co. 
is preparing to drill a deep test of 
that structure,well to be located near 
the sw corner of the se4% of sec. 14, 
27-23 within the proven gas area. To 
be known as Randolph No. 2 it is 
understood that it will be a joint 
test on the part of Standard, Fuller- 
ton Oil Co., Continental Oil Co., 
and The Superior Oil Co. 


Three miles to the east, Continental! 
Oil Co. continues to drill ahead on 
its deep test, K.C.L. A-2, in sec. 8, 
27-24, below 10,250 ft. without a 
sand body of importance having 
been encountered at depth, though 
good evidence of oil has been found 
in shale fractures and heavy gas 
pressures have been noted. 





Shell Attempts Production 
From Abandoned Well 


More than half a mile to the east of 
recent development by Shell Oil Co. 
and Honolulu Oil Corp. near the 
center of sec. 20, 28-29 at Round 
Mountain, Shell has gone back into 
an old abandoned hole, Louis Olcese 
No. 1, drilled by the company in 
1930 to a depth of 1842 ft., and will 
attempt to produce the zone from 
1417 to 1760 ft. The well, which is 
located in the northwest corner of 
the sw of sec. 17, when originally 
drilled, produced at the rate of 30 
bbls. of 24 gravity clean oil per day 
for a month. It is a mile to the south 
and west of the recently discovered 
Eastmont area. 





Union Making Tests Of 
Well In Greeley Area 


Upon deepening to 10,383 ft. from 
10,312 ft., another ten feet of gray- 
ish oil sand was cored in Union 
Oil Co’s. Kernco test three miles 
northwest of Greeley, and a series 
of formation tests are being made. 
The well, which has casing set at 
10,245 ft., showed salt water in the 
zone directly below the shoe. 









S. M. Oil Co. Well Holds 
Attention At Santa Maria 


‘Ee present center of interest in 
the Santa Maria Valley is the S. M. 
Oil Co. Gerard-Dal Porto No. 1 lo- 
cated in the ne!4 of section 27- 
10n/34w in the Adam Extension 
area. After encountering the top of 
the Monterey at 4057 ft. and the top 
of the Franciscan at 4350 ft. the 
hole was carried to 4445 ft. and 7- 
inch casing cemented at 4060 ft. 
preparatory to testing for the brown 
shale production. Pacific Western’s 
Hobbs No. 4, located a mile and a 
half northwesterly in section 21, and 
offsetting the Union Oil Co. Russell 
No. 2 cored the top of the Monterey 
at 4156 ft., and the top of the Fran- 
ciscan at 4500 ft. Water was shut 
off with 85-inch at 4156 and after 
landing perforated liner on bottom 
at 4545 ft., the well was swabbed 
but would not flow. It has been put 
on the pump with no estimate avail- 
able of production. 


Fred Cole has entered the field with 
a new rig on the Mullet-Webber 
lease in the northwest quarter of 
section 27-10n/34w, immediately to 
the north of the Sed Oil Co. test 
which is drilling below 3600 ft. and 
is nearing the top of the Monterey. 


The Bush-Hancock combination 
Rosenbloom No. 1 in the Adam field 
failed to live up to expectations 
when no steady flow was obtained 
by swabbing. Equipment is now be- 
ing installed to complete the well 
on the pump. Union Oil’s offset, 
Bradley Lands No. 1, a 1000-bbl. 
producer, has been killed again 
to locate and shut off water. 


No production was obtained from 
the base of the Monterey in Union’s 
6710-ft. Cook No. 1 and it has been 
plugged to 3770 ft. where a produc- 
tion test is now being made. The 
company has foundations for 
Vincent No. 4 in the nw% of sec- 
tion 30, 10n-33w offsetting Bush- 
Hancock Hopkins No. 2. 


Coastal District 


Union Oil Co. Le Roy No. 2, ex- 
ploratory test of the Rancho Guada- 
lupe three miles west of the O’Don- 
nell area in sec. 24, 10-35, is drilling 
below 2000 ft. To the south E. H. 
Moore, Inc. second test on the prop- 
erty of the Union Sugar Co. north- 
east of Betteravia is now below 750 
ft. 


C. C. M. O. Completes 
Rincon Well For 200 Bbls. 


At Rincon, C.C.M.O. Co. Hobson 
B-15, with liner cemented thru per- 
forations at 4313 ft. and bottom 
plugged from 4660 ft. to 4600 ft. 
has been completed flowing 200 bbls. 
of 27.7 gravity oil cutting 15% 
water. Rincon Pet. Co. has plugged 
Shudde Permit No. 82-3 from 3173 
ft. to 2850 ft. and is rigging up to 
complete on the pump. Richfield 
continues to have trouble in shutting 
off the water in Hobson-U.S. No. 
8. A test of the 9-inch casing at 
4658 ft. is now. being made. C.C. 
M.O.’s activity in the field continues 
with the staking of locations for 
Hobson wells B-18 and B-19. 








The Texas Completes 
Shiells Canyon Well 


In the Shiells Canyon field The 
Texas Company completed Shiells 
No. 129 from a redrilled depth of 
3447 ft. for better than 400 bbls. of 
36.5 gravity clean oil. Shiells No. 
133 is being drilled below 4100 ft. 
and location has been made for 
Shiells No. 134. The Petroleum 
Securities Company is drilling Home 
Ranch No. 6 in the same area at 


1900 ft. 


Fishing Job Holds Up 
Wildcat On Rose Hill 


The wildcat test of Vista Del Mar 
Oil Co., Williams No. 1, located on 
Rose Hill at Summerland south of 
Santa Barbara has reached a depth 
of 3535 ft. without any showings of 
importance having been reported. 
Progress is held up at the present 
time by a fishing job. 








Wilshire Spuds In 

Half Moon Bay Well 

Wilshire Oil Co. has spudded an 
interesting wildcat test in the Half- 
moon Bay district in San Mateo 
county, near the ocean about 25 


miles south of San _ Francisco. 
Known as Cowell No. 1, the initial 
test of the company is located in sec. 
20, 6s-Sw on a 2500-acre block of 
leases, part of which were held by 
Shell Oil Co. in 1929, when that 
company drilled three wells in the 
general area without success. A 
small amount of high gravity oil 
has been obtained from shallow 
wells in the region over a period of 
many years. 


Interest At Oxnard Lags 
With Three Wells Active 


Interest lags somewhat in the 
Oxnard district as the Oxnard Oil 
Co. Vanoni test approaches 4550 ft., 
with no body of oil sand having been 
cored to date, and the Vaca Oil 
Exploration Company’s Livingston 
well cores ahead below 3200 ft. Two 
miles to the southeast of the Oxnard 
Oil Co. well the Seven Seas Oil Co. 
has spudded its test on the Law- 
rence Johnson property. 





Carrizo Well Shows 
Mud, Water. From 3045 


In the Carrizo Plains area of San 
Luis Obispo county near the Kern 
county line, a production test is be- 
ing made of showings in the wild- 
cat test of Eocene Oil Co. in sec. 
22, 31-21 from a depth of 3045 ft. 
Swabbing tests of 600 ft. of forma- 
tion have shown mostly mud and 
water to date. 


Los Alamos Wildcat 
Coring Below 5500 Ft. 


South of Los Alamos the Hancock- 
Petroleum Securities joint test, Los 
Alamos No. 2 is coring ahead below 
5500 ft. without having encountered 
the top of the Monterey shale. 
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Huntington Beach 
Dominguez 
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Rincon 
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Kern County 
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NEW WELLS 


General Petroleum Corp. 
Superior Oil Co. 


Crude Oil Drilling Co. 
Royalty Service Corp. 


Macmillan Petroleum Corp. 
Baker Oil Co. 


Standard Oil Co. 
Camroo Oil Co. 
Union Oil Co. 
Standard Oil Co. 
Union Oil Co. 


Union Oil Co. 
C. C. M. O. Co 


Continental Oil Co. 
Petroleum Securities Co. 
Wilshire Oil Co. 
Superior Oil Co. 

The Texas Co. 

General Petroleum Corp. 
Standard Oil _ 

Cc. C. M. O. 


Hallmark Oil Co. 

U. 8. Pumping Equipment Co. 
E. P. ae 

Magnet Oil 


The Texas Co. 

Kern Drilling Co. 
Sleeper Ridge Oil Co. 
Tidewater Associated Oil Co. 
Shell Oil Co. 

Eastmont Oil Co. 
Tampico Petroleum Co. 
Honolulu Oil Corp. 
Vedder — Corp. 
Ring Oil 

Trico Oil & Gas Co. 
Meridian Oil Co. 

General Petroleum Corp. 
Section Six Oil Co. 

Italo Petroleum Corp. 
Richfield Oil Corp. 
General Petroleum Corp. 

















Oil Co. 
St Oil Co. 
St Oil Co. 
St Oil Co. 





Well No. 
Ford 12, 17, 20, 22, 23 
Backbay —— 

3,5 & 14 
Dept. Wat. Pdi 1&2 

Santa Fe 1s 
16-7-2 

Hayes 

Baker 1 
be Hall 1 
8. Gough 8 
Smear 3 
Stern 1 
Howard Park 35 
Thomson 15 
Callender 51 
Hellman 45 


Oil Operators Inc. 1 
B- 


obson 16 
Hobson B-17 
Hobson 4 
Home Ranch 6 
Cowell 1 

CL 9 
K. C. Wallace 1 
Houchity ; 

44 
7 
2 
2 
Amalgamated Oil & 

Gas Corp. 3 

7. 9 
&R 1 

| Pole Ridge 1 
8 

Freeman 15 
Olcese 3 
Bass & Goodnight K-3 
15 

Vedder-Bowles 29 1 
Vedder-Hyde 1 

len 1 
Turner 5 
Feeport 2 
Johnstone 1 
Conlon 1 
Buena Vista A-1 
St. Helens 1 
KC 12 2 

2 
76 
Peter Cook 1 


DEEPEN OR REDRILL 


Dominguez Union Oil Co. Callender 24 
Inglew Standard Oil Co. Baldwin-Cienega 47 
Long Beach Woolner Oil Corp. Signal Hill 5 
- Richfield Oil Corp. Booth 3 
Heartwell 2 
Abrams & Daly Oil Co. Abrams & Daly 1 
Italo Petroleum Corp. ing 3 
The Texas Co. Davidson 1 
Keystone _— Oil Co. 1 
Coyote Hills Standard Oil Co. Murphy-Coyote 30 
It Lake William C,. Hay, Ltd. Niles 3 
Santa Fe Springs E. K. Allison ynd. 1 
Huntington Beach Lucky ae Oil Co. Lucky Strike 4 
Richfield Union eo a 33 
Torrance Thos. W. Simmons Regent 1 
l Ojai St. Louis Oil Co. Pirie 1 
Midway waar Associated Oil Co. 5 
l Sunset a Oil 12 
Standard pn Co. 62 
’ Elk Hills Standard Oil Co. Tupman : 15 
Poso Creek The Ohio Oil Co. Midway Premier 8 
- Round Mountain Shell Oil Co. Louis Olcese 
Mountain View General Petroleum Corp. Brantley 2&3 
Kettleman North Petroleum Securities Co. Felix 4 
ABANDON 
2 Coyote Hills M. A. Cox Arroues 1 
1 Playa del Re: Stanton Oil Co. 3 
Los Angeles ee Lennox Petroleum Co. Lennox. 1 
Pressel, Perr; Sy Tull Thornhill 1 
Montebello The Texas Barry 4 
Long Beach Felix Male Harvey 1 
The Texas Co. Baumann 3 
San Bernardino County Mahala Oil & Gas Co. 1 
Great American Petroleum Corp. Gapco B-1 
Ten Section Shell Oil Co. Canal A 21-14 
Kern River Kern Drilling Co. &R 1 
Kern County General Polroloum Corp. Umbsen 1 
Wilshire Oil Co. Tejon 1 
Coalinga Tidewater Associated Oil Co. i 22 
‘ Edison A. T. Jergins Trust R. R. Andrews 1 
Round Mountain Fremont Oil Co. Olcese 1 
-) Fresno County Western Gulf Oil Co. Skelly Estate 1 
Past Precedin; To Date 
Summary Two Weeks Two Wee This Year 
Total New Wells................. 60 72 1048 
Total Deepened or Redrilled....... 25 20 452 
Total Abandoned................. 17 14 340 
D CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD AND 
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State Drilling Report 


Sec. Twp. 
4 5S 
58 
33 48 
33 48 
32 48 
32 4S 
33 48 
33 38 
38 
13 38 
33 18 
18 38 
12 6S 
33 38 
33 38 
13 48 
3N 
17 3N 
15 3N 
3 3N 
20 68 
308 
33 11N 
27 318 
13 328 
21 328 
25 12N 
12 11N 
33 238 
29 248 
23 288 
10 28S 
15 298 
4 28S 
20 288 
16 288 
17 28S 
20 288 
29 268 
30 268 
20 268 
23 298 
19 308 
6 318 
30 198 
7 318 
12 288 
16 298 
1l 228 
1 228 
32 12N 
33 38 
28 
19 48 
29 48 
29 48 
30 48 
24 48 
19 48 
48 
18 38 
18 
38 
35 58 
30 38 
48 
13 4N 
26 328 
32 12N 
5 11N 
36 308 
32 278 
21 28S 
14 308 
35 218 
15 38 
21 28 
3 38 
30 28 
6 28 
19 48 
19 48 
13 38 
18 28 
14 308 
10 288 
36 | 278 
5 10N 
7 208 
23 308 
26 288 
32 168 
To Date 
Last Year 
712 
548 
308 


Range 


California Crude Oil 





. 
Production 
For Two Weeks Ending August 24, 1937 
August Average 
Daily Daily 
Field Quota Production Excess 
San Joaquin Valley 
Belridge—North ... 14,070 15 ,630 1,560 
Belridge—South 1,965 1,693 *272 
Buena Vista....... 17,790 17 ,685 *105 
Coalinga—East.. . 11,760 10,998 *762 
Coalinga—West... 5,250 5,906 656 
Coffee Canyon..... 4,325 4,908 583 
SN Scere aie ‘ 3,690 3,984 294 
Elk Hills. .... 8,585 10 ,507 1,922 
Fruitvale....... 8,685 9,089 404 
Greeley. ..... 1,850 1,275 *575 
Kern Front 10,430 10 ,564 134 
Kern River........ 5,215 2,515 *2,700 
Kettleman No. Dome 79,105 77 ,871 *1,234 
Lost Hills......... ,685 3,505 *1,180 
MeKittrick........ 3,745 4,210 465 
Midway-Lakeview.. 10,060 17 ,526 7,466 
Midway-Maricopa.. 36,845 39 ,592 2,747 
Mount Poso....... 16,320 18/341 2,021 
Mountain View... 16 ,935 17 ,653 718 
Round Mountain 7,350 8,142 792 
Ten Section. . 2,630 3,022 392 
Other Fields. . 2,830 2 065 135 
py ) aie 274,120 287, 581 13 ,461 
Coastal District 
eee 7,990 8,240 250 
WN ai Cues xii 2,515 3,173 658 
Santa Maria....... 14,365 12,150 *2,215 
Santa Paula-Newhall 5,070 4,990 *80 
Ventura Avenue.... 31,865 34 ,378 2,513 
Other Fields..... é 6,470 7,562 1,092 
TOTAL....... 68 ,275 70 ,493 2,218 
Los Angeles Basin 
Alamitos Heights... 1,285 1,660 375 
Brea-Olinda....... 8,915 6,265 *2 650 
Coyote—East...... 2,840 4,022 1,182 
Coyote—West..... 9,295 6,798 *2 497 
Dominguez........ 24,270 29,214 4,944 
El Segundo........ 3,865 11,301 7 436 
Huntington 
Beach—New..... 16,795 20 ,602 3,807 
Huntington 
Beach—Old...... 14,505 16 ,613 2,108 
Inglewood......... 5,660 15,949 289 
Long Beach .... 65,625 57,775 2,150 
Montebello-Extension 8 ,065 8 455 390 
Playa del Rey...... 8,110 8,140 30 
Richfileld........ . 7,560 9,143 1,583 
Rosecrans-Athens .. 2,430 3,988 1,558 
Santa Fe Springs... 38,895 43 ,134 4,239 
Seal Beach........ 7,675 7,849 174 
Torrance-Hermosa 
and Extension... 6,695 7,810 1,115 






Wilmington..... : 
Other Fields....... 


1,780 1,873 93 

TOTAL....... 265, 775 315, 797 50 ,022 

STATE TOTAL..... 608,170 673 ,871 65,701 
*—Shortage. 


Richfield Drilling 
Camarillo Wildcat 


In the Camarillo area east of Ven- 
tura, Richfield Oil Corp. is drilling 
below 2600 ft. on a deep test on the 
Las Posas Rancho. The location 
falls on Lot 43 in sec 19, 2n-2lw, ap- 
proximately four miles to the east 
and one mile to the north of the 
wildcat test recently started by The 
Texas Co. on the Rancho Santa 
Clara del Norte. 


Belridge Site Of 
Good Completion 





Belridge Oil Co. completed another 
good well at North Belridge recently 
when No. 3, in sec. 35, 27-20, was 
brought in from 8400 ft. flowing 
3800 bbls. of 30.7 gravity oil with 
5,000,000 cu. ft. of gas. 
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Long Beach Cannot Lease 


Harbor Land; To Contract Wells 


Harbor Board has funds for contracts; city surveying lands and 
searching titles. One-well-per-acre regulation causes some concern. 


His opinion based upon a decision 
in a similar case, the city attorney 
of Long Beach has said that in his 
view, the city cannot lease its lands 
in the Harbor District for oil drill- 
ing and development, but can drill 
wells with its own employees or 
contract their drilling. 


The decision was in a practically 
identical case of the City of Los An- 
geles versus Lewis Stone, in which 
the city was prevented from leas- 
ing its tidelands at Playa del Rey. 


However, foreseeing that some such 
difficulty in granting leases might 
be encountered, the Harbor Board 
provided, in its current budget, 
sums for contracting the drilling, 
hence there will be no difficulty 
along this line, and Long Beach will 
unquestionably grant the drilling to 
some drilling contractor, when, as 
and if the area is opened to the 
drill. 


At present, the city is surveying 
the property and searching the titles 
in an effort to find out just how 
much land it owns in the area, and 
just where it is. According to the 
attorney’s office, this matter is con- 
siderably involved, the property 
lines and title owners being pretty 
vague. The attorney’s office, at this 
time and until the surveys are com- 
pleted, will hazard no guess as to 
just how much land is involved. 


One Well Per Acre 


Another matter of considerable con- 
cern insofar as drilling in the area 
is concerned has to do with the 
Long Beach ordinance permitting 
but one well per acre, following 
along the general lines of the state 
law to the same effect. This law, 
aimed at preventing town-lot drill- 
ing, has a number of opponents on 


the grounds that it is unfair to the 
one or two-lot owner who may not 
be permitted to lease his land for 
drilling and therefore is deprived of 
possible revenue, while his neigh- 
bors enjoy oil royalties. There is 
some concern in the industry, as well 
as in the Long Beach City Attor- 
ney’s office, as to the possibility that 
the law could not stand up in the 
courts, in the event that anyone 
challenged it. For that reason, and 
primarily to be fair to lot-owners 
in the district, every effort is being 
made to guarantee some return to 
the Jand owner. The attorney’s of- 
fice has asked for suggestions as to 
how this result might be accom- 
plished, but thus far no other idea 
than that of a community lease has 
been brought forward. 


There is hope, however, that all 
property owners in the district in- 
volved will be willing to enter into 
community leases, so that there will 
be no necessity for litigation. There 
is this much to be said—that if a 
lot-owner carried his case to the 
State Supreme Court, and succeeded 
in overthrowing the one-well-to-an- 
acre ordinance and law, which re- 
sult is certainly open to a reason- 
able doubt, he might have lost in- 
stead of gained, because in the mean- 
time, all surrounding leases would 
have been developed and his lot 
would have been drained of a good 
portion of its oil. Coupled with the 
cost of carrying a suit to the Su- 
preme Court, the fact that drainage 
would be going on all the time is 
thought to be a pretty strong in- 
ducement to the lot-owner to join 
in a community lease. The indus- 
try’s interest, of course, is in pre- 
venting town-lot drilling, which 
Long Beach is also interested in do- 
ing. The form of drilling that de- 
veloped Signal Hill, Santa Fe 


Springs, and Huntington Beach is 
a condition which the industry, and 
the state, hope to avoid in the fu- 
ture—the industry from the stand- 
point of cost and waste, and the 
state from the standpoint of waste. 


Twenty-eight locations have been 
turned in to the State Division of 
Oil and Gas for drilling in the area— 
all of which locations will undoubt- 
edly become drilling wells as soon 
as permits are issued. In addition, 
it is understood that the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad has submitted a plan 
of development for its lands to the 
Harbor Board, but has not yet 
staked locations for the wells. How 
many locations this plan involves is 
not available at present. 


Severance Tax 


The Long Beach City Council has 
voted to postpone, indefinitely, its 
consideration of the severance tax of 
one cent per barrel on oil produced 
within the city limits, with indica- 
tions being that the matter will be 
dropped. 


The proposed tax caused immediate 
protests upon the part of the inde- 
pendent producers and major com- 
panies alike, both as individuals and 
through the Oil Producers Agency 
and the California Oil and Gas As- 
sociation. The tax was opposed as 
being discriminatory, as being more 
than the producers could bear, and 
as being entirely unnecessary. Dis- 
crimination was based upon the idea 
that part of the funds derived from 
the tax were to be used for fire pro- 
tection measures at the _ harbor, 
which, the industry contended could 
be of no possible benefit to produc- 
ers on Signal Hill who would have 
to pay the tax. 


Statistics were brought forward to 
show that the average profit per bar- 
rel of production at Signal Hill was 
only three cents, hence a tax of 
one cent per barrel would be at the 
rate of 33%, considerably more than 
the economic condition of producing 
wells and producing companies on 
Signal Hill could stand. 
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BYRON JACKSON 
GUIBERSON CORP. 
BAKER OIL TOOLS 
REGAN FORGE & ENG.CO. 
CHIKSAN OIL TOOLS 


J. P. RATIGAN CO. 
REX CHABELCO CHAIN 
KEROTEST MFG. CO. 


. recognized leaders in every 
line. 


Complete stocks of oil well sup- 
plies in all our stores and facilities 
for quick dependable service. 


LOS ANGELES BAKERSFIELD 
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Total July Production 
90,575,815 Bbls. In California 


Daily average in slight drop to 663,736 bbls. Stocks down 1,481,572 
bbls., with biggest decline in gasoline. Production 
increase 89,236 bbls. daily since July, 1936. 


( olitorea July production, with an 
average of 663,736 bbls. per day, de- 
clined 60 bbls. per day as compared 
with June, but total production, be- 
cause of July’s extra day, increased 
661,927 bbls., according to the A. P. 
I. production statistics. 


Total production for July was 20,- 
575,815 bbls., against 19,913,888 bbls. 
in June. Daily average production 
for July, 1937, was 89,236 bbls. more 
than production for July, 1936, 
which averaged 574,500 bbls. per 
day. 


Total storage declined 1,481,572 
bbls. during the month to 123,238,- 
339 bbls. on July 31, as compared 
with 124,719,911 bbls. on June 30, 
and 134,042,556 bbls. on July 31, 
1936. The decline since the latter 
period has been 10,804,217 bbls., 
most of which has been in non- 
gasoline-bearing crude, gasoline- 
bearing crude, and “all others.” Dur- 
ing July, the greatest draft upon 
stocks was in gasoline, which de- 
clined 1,317,572 bbls., and in gaso- 
line-bearing crude, which dropped 
628,633 bbls. 


Los Angeles Basin 


The scene of by far the greatest 
amount of activity in the state, the 
Los Angeles Basin, produced 9,475,- 
379 bbls. of oil during July, a daily 
average of 305,655 bbls., from 5238 
wells. The per well average of the 
Basin was 58.35 bbls., the highest 
average of any district in the state. 
The daily average increased 962 
bbls. over that of June, and was 
52,512 bbls. higher than that of July. 
1936. Of course, the increase over 
a year ago has come principally 
from two fields in the Basin, Wil- 
mington, which was discovered dur- 


ing the past year, and El Segundo, 
whose average production jumped 
from 379 bbls. during July, 1936, to 
8784 bbls. per day during July, 1937. 


The Basin saw 77 producers com- 
pleted during July, with a total init- 
ial of 50,694 bbls.. a per well aver- 
age initial of 658.36 bbls. This fig- 
ure also exceeds the corresponding 
figure for either of the other two 
divisions of the state, being aided by 
big producers brought in at El Se- 
gundo, Inglewood, and Rosecrans, 
with Wilmington just slightly above 
the average for the district as a 
whole, its initial average from 55 
completions being 680.74 bbls. 


There were 96 wells actively drill- 
ing in the district during the month, 
45 of them being at Wilmington, 
and 60 new rigs were erected, with 
41 of these at Wilmington. It is 
interesting to note that with 207 
completed wells, Wilmington 
ranked 16th among the fields of the 
state during July, but its produc- 
tion of 1,477,539 bbls. put it in 
fourth place, behind only Kettle- 
man, Midway-Sunset, and Long 
Beach, with Santa Fe Springs 
in fifth position. The per well aver- 
age for Wilmington’s 207 producers 
was 230.25 bbls. per day, which in- 
cludes curtailed production, and 
gives some indication of the decline 
of the field, when this average is 
compared with the initial average of 
more than 680 bbls. per well. 


San Joaquin Valley 


The San Joaquin Valley, which, in 
July, 1936, led the state in produc- 
tion has definitely receded to second 
place. Its total for July, 1937, was 
8,886,144 bbls., a daily average of 


286,650 bbls. from 6483 producing 
wells, or 44.22 bbls. per well per 
day. The district’s daily average 
declined 2752 bbls. as compared 
with June, but was 27,168 bbls. per 
day higher than the average of 259,- 
482 bbls. during July, 1936. 


This increase was due to general 
increases in Kettleman North Dome, 
Midway-Sunset, and Greeley, which 
latter field had not been discovered 
in July, 1936. However, it is not- 
able that whereas one field in the 
Basin, Wilmington, is responsible 
for 47,663 bbls., or 53.52%, of the 
state’s increase of 89,236 bbls. since 
July, 1936, no one field in the Val- 
ley or on the Coast can even ap- 
proach this percentage. The in- 
crease in production credited to both 
Greeley and 10 Section, for instance, 
the last two discoveries of import- 
ance in the Valley, is only 3.37% 
of the total increase of the state. 


The Valley trails the Basin in de- 
velopment activity, also. There 
were 55 new rigs erected in the 
district during the month, with 79 
actively drilling and 44 completed. 
The completions averaged 489.2 
bbls. per well, big wells at Greeley, 
North Belridge, and Kettleman 
North Dome swelling the total. 


Coastal District 


Production from Coastal fields dur- 
ing July, 1937, was 2,214,310 bbls., 
a daily average of 71,431 bbls. 
against a daily average of 69,701 
bbls. during June and 61,875 during 
July, 1937. The increase since last 
year is 9556 bbls. There were 1249 
wells actively producing during July 
on the Coast, the per well produc- 
tion average being 57.19 bbls. 


With 13 completions during the 
month, new initial production total- 
ed 7739 bbls., an average of 595.3 
bbls. per well. Rincon, San Migue- 
lito, and Ventura Avenue~ comple- 
tions were responsible for this aver- 
age. Twenty-two new rigs were 
erected during the month, and 49 
wells were actively drilling. 
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Gas Fields and Wildcats 


Two new rigs were up in gas fields 
of the state, both of them being at 
Rio Vista; one well was drilling 
and one was completed, also both at 
Rio Vista, and 12 wells were pro- 
ducing. 


\Vildcat drilling saw five new rigs 
erected, with 55 wells actively drill- 
iig over the various districts of the 
state. 


State Totals 


\ arious fields of the state, including 
gas fields, saw 144 new rigs erected 
during July, an increase of 25 over 
the previous month’s 119; 280 wells 
actively drilling, a decrease of 21 
from the previous month’s 301; 135 
completions, an increase of 35 over 
the previous month’s 100, and of 
which one was a gas well, leaving 
134+ oil wells against June’s 99. 
Initial production of July’s 134 com- 
pletions totaled 79,958 bbls., a per 
well average of 581.77, against a 
total initial of 47,057 bbls. from 
June’s 99 oil completions, a per well 
average of 475.32 bbls. per day. 
July’s average initial was 106.45 
bbls. per well more than June’s, 
and totaled 32,901 bbls. more. 


During July, there were 12,982 
wells on production, including 12 
gas wells, against 12,908 wells pro- 
ducing during June, including 10 
gas wells. July’s average per well 
was 51.17 bbls., against 51.46 bbls. 
per day per well during June. Thir- 
ty-eight drillers and 30 producers 
were abandoned during July, against 
16 and seven, respectively, during 
June. 


Royal Land Corp. Plans 
Wildcat In Castaic Area 

Royal Land Corp. is preparing to 
drill a cable tool test of a 120-acre 
lease recently acquired in sec. 8, 
4n-17w in the Castaic area, approxi- 
mately four miles to the northwest 
of the Barnsdall Oil Co. Rancho San 
Francisco play. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD AND 
PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, SEPT. 5, 1937 


Superior Starts Well To Eocene Production 


Ts Superior Oil Co., in its Huff- 
man No. 5 near the center of the 
ne of sec. 29, 21-27 and approxi- 
mately two and one-half miles 
southeasterly from Kenda’s No. 4- 
18], has the first well to be started 
to the Eocene zone since it was 
proved productive by Kenda. 


The well has been cleaned out to 
the shoe of the 95-inch casing at 
7508 ft., and is now sidetracking the 
liner. Because of the favorable lo- 
cation of the Huffman lease, it is 
generally considered that the well 
will reach the Eocene shortly be- 
low 10,000 ft., as compared with 
10,715 ft. for Kenda’s No. 4-18). 
However, the depth at which the 
well will reach the Eocene is purely 
a matter of conjecture until the well 
actually reaches it. 


The company has no further plans, 
at this time, for Eocene develop- 
ment of the Huffman lease. It is 


concentrating on the job at hand, 
and will await results of the Huff- 
man No. 5 deepening to determine | 
what future course it will pursue on 
the lease. 


Superior’s wildcat southeast of 
Greeley in sec. 3, 30-26, KCL No. 
9, is drilling below 3000 ft., and is 
planned to be a deep test of the 
area. The only drilling in the im- 
mediate area that has gone to any 
depth is the company’s more than 
12,000-ft. KCL No. 8, drilled jointly 
with the Union Oil Co. about a mile 
southeast, and the Standard Oil 
Co’s. KCL 14-1, drilled and abandon- 
ed below 8000 ft.; about two miles 
west. 


The company has three wildcats ac- 
tive in other states, two of them in 
Louisiana and one in Texas. One of 
the Louisiana wildcats is drilling, 
while the other is rigging up. The 
Texas wildcat is outside Houston. 
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PRODUCTION « » DEVELOPMENT 


(Figures of Production and Stocks are in barrels of 42 Gals.) ABANDONED 
Total New Producers Daily Active WELLS 
Production —DAILY AVERAGE— Rigs Active Com- Initial Pro- Pro- 
July July, 1937. June, 1937 July, 1936 Up Drilling pleted Output ducing Drillers ducers 
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STOCKS HELD IN PACIFIC COAST TERRITORY 
CALIFORNIA OIL COMPANIES 


July 31, June 30, July 
1937 Group No. 4—Gas Fields 


- Pa Os Reideum and Buena Vista Lake...... 
Nen-Gascline-Besring Buttonwillow 
62 ,379 ,641 ¥ . + 448,928 P Chowchilla ; 
2. Gas Oil and Diesel Oil. 6,613,164 + 526,449 J 
3. Gasoline-Bearing Crude 32 ,456 ,637 A PF — 628,633 
. Unblended Nat. Gas... 2,705,516 F J + 18,819 
.G 4 (not — SS 





11 ,324 ,676 —1,317,572 11,490,828 
. Naphtha Distillates... 1,772,583! 1,792,315: — 19,732 1,798,314! 
. All Other Stocks...+.. 5,986,122? 6,495,953" — 509,831 8 ,859 ,3542 








124,719,911 —1,481,572 134,042,556 280 135 79,958 
‘Estimated amount of on 301 100 47,057 
unfinished gasoline con- 





1,524 ,332 1,440 ,483 
103 ,324 322 ,373 Increase (*Decrease).. . . 21* 35 32,901 74 
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New Unit Plan Covers 


The Texas Pioneer Well 


Plan embraces 8000 acres southeast of Maricopa, with seven companies 
and landowners included. First test now rigging up, 
to go to 5500 ft. if necessary. 


St. Texas Co’s. Pioneer Unit 
Plan No. 1, or K. C. Wallace No. 1, 
which is the same well, now rigging 
up southeast of Maricopa on sec. 
33, 11-23, is the first test of the lat- 
est area in California to be operated 
under a unit plan approved by Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold Ickes. 
The well, according to the terms of 
the unit agreement, is to go to 5500 
ft. unless production is developed at 
a lesser depth, or unless conclusive 
evidence that the well never will 
make a producer is uncovered prior 


to the 5500-ft. level. 





The plan embraces 8000 acres and 
seven companies, The Texas Co. is 
the largest leaseholder and permittee 
in the district, with 2400 acres, 
41.8% of the total, followed by Gen- 
eral Petroleum with 1520 acres, 
26.5% ; Western Minerals Co. (As- 
sociated Oil Co.), 960 acres, 16.7% ; 
Howard H. Bell, 480 acres, 88%; 
L. W. Hood, 320 acres, 5.5% ; Blyth 
& Weatherwax, 40 acres, 0.7%; 
Gulf and Pacific Oil Co., 20 acres, 
0.35%. 


Under the terms of the agreement, 
The Texas Co. will drill the first 
well at its own expense, plus some 
“dry hole” money from General Pe- 
troleum and Associated. As the op- 
erator, The Texas is required to give 
a 90-day notice if it wishes to re- 
linquish its rights and obligations, 
unless within that period a new op- 
erator is selected by 75% represen- 
tation of operating rights and wishes 
to become active. 


Differs From Kettleman 


One of the points of difference be- 
tween this unit plan and that at 
Kettleman Hills is that the plan 
embraces only one producing for- 


mation, calling for another agree- 
ment for each additional producing 
formation that may be discovered. 
Although there is nothing said in 
the agreement to indicate that it 
has any bearing on the subject, sup- 
position is that this clause is in- 
cluded to obviate any condition as 
that now existing at Kettleman 
Hills, where two producing zones, 
in all probability not underlying all 
the lands now in the unit agreement, 
are apparently going to be consider- 
ed as one insofar as participation 
in preduction is concerned. 


Of course, the members of the plan 
for the Pioneer anticline are to share 
expenses and participate in revenues 
in proportion to their percentages of 
total productive acreage. Costs will 
be determined by The Texas Co. and 
the General Petroleum Corp. by 
agreement. In the event that the 
first well, now underway, is non- 
productive, The Texas Co. may eith- 
er withdraw, if satisfied that the test 
is conclusive, or may drill additional 
wells under the same program as it 
is drilling the first well. 


If the first well is successful, how- 
ever, The Texas Co. must submit, 
to the Federal Oil and Gas Super- 
visor, a plan for the further develop- 
ment of the area. This plan will in- 
clude provisions for: future drilling 
obligations ; a well spacing program ; 
a casing program; a program for 
complete exploration of unitized 
lands; the determination of the 
commercially productive area of 
each productive zone; protection of 
interests of those in the plan and 
the U. S. against operations not in- 
cluded in the agreement; number of 
wells to be drilled to production in 
each calendar year. Any plan sub- 
mitted may, as further developments 








F. C. Sealey, The Texas Co’s. Manager of 
Production 







require, be modified with the ap- 
proval of the Supervisor. 


Must Submit Schedule 


As soon as commercial production 
is developed, The Texas Co., as op- 
erator, must submit to the Secretary 
of the Interior a schedule of the 
lands considered to be proved, to- 
gether with the percentage basis of 
participation for the various com- 
panies in the plan. This participat- 
ing area is subject to revision as de- 
velopments indicate, in which event, 
participation shall be adjusted retro- 
actively to the date of the original 
plan. If, in this case, some lands 
are completely ruled out, the holder 
of these lands keeps what money he 
has received as his share of produc- 
tion and loses whatever amount he 
has contributed as his share of the 
costs of development. 


Any member of the plan who has 
land not included in the plan may 
drill this land at his own expense 
at any time, but then may include 
it in the participating acreage, in 
which event the members of the 
plan will pay their share of his costs 
plus 50% out of 25% of the cur- 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD AND 
PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, SEPT. 5, 1937 


pa 
th 


Su 
N 
Af 
out 
ac 
tha 


sor 


CAI 
T 











rent production of the participating 
acreage. Ifthe operator of the area, 
The Texas Co., drills such a lease 
and the well is not put into the plan, 
the operator is given fair salvage 
value for the equipment left in the 
well. 


Those who hold lands within the 
unit area, but not subject to the 
unit plan, are required to operate 
these lands in a manner which will 
not cause undue drainage to unit 
plan acreage. This provision applies 
particularly to four leases of The 
Texas Co. and to General Petro- 
leum’s fee land in the district, 


The operator must, in all cases, de- 
termine: the date of the first au- 
thentic knowledge of information 
for revision of the participating 
agreement; whether any well, hori- 
zon, land or area is regarded as 
proved; all other matters for which 
a different method of determination 
is not outlined in the agreement it- 
Notice of these determina- 
tions must be given to all interested 
parties, including the Secretary of 
the Interior, who have 60 days to 
review them, and these. reviews are 
to be submitted to a board of arbi- 
tration, with a two-out-of-three vote 
of the board being binding. 


self. 


Any party may become a party to 
the plan prior to the completion of 
a productive well, but after the com- 
pletion of such a well, an interested 
party may become a member of the 
plan only upon an agreement of the 
holders of 75% of participating 
rights, the agreement to be made at 
the time. Transfer of land is con- 
ditioned upon the grantee’s agree- 
ing to the terms and conditions of 
the agreement, and, in case of U. 
S. land, upon the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 





Superior Abandons 
Northeast Edison Well 


After being drilled to 1633 ft. with- 
out promising showings, Cohn No. 
1 of Superior Oil Co., located more 
than a mile to the northeast of Edi- 
son, has been abandoned. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD AND 
PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, SEPT. 5, 1937 


Santa Ynez Valley 


Wildcat Stands Idle 

The wildcat test of Nine Springs 
Oil Co., located in the Santa Ynez 
Valley southeast of Los Olivos in 
Santa Barbara county, is standing 
idle after bailing tests revealed only 
water. Drilled to a total depth of 
3300 ft. into Franciscan formation, 
casing was set at 2745 ft. 


Birch-Royer Abandons 
Kreyenhagen Hills Well 

After drilling to 3045 ft. without 
showings justifying a test, Wm. Orr 
No. 1 of Birch-Royer Oil Co. in the 
Kreyenhagen Hills area of Kings 
county, has been abandoned. It is 


understood that the formation from 
2100 ft. to bottom was hard shale 
high degree dips. 





....he will tell you 


FLUID PACKED PUMPS 
REDUCE DOWN TIME 


and produce more oil at lower per barrel 


cost because they last longer in any well. 


Write, wire or telephone for full information 
and prices ... or refer to the Fluid Packed 
Pump Co. section in your Composite Catalog... . . py1) 


Type Fluid 
Packed Pump 


FLUID PACKED PUMP CO. 


BOX 64 e LOS NIETOS, CALIFORNIA e U.S.A. 


Mid-Continent and Texas Distribution 


FLUID PACKED PUMP CO.—MID-CONTINENT 
2 S. E. 29th ST., OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 


Gulf Coast Headquarters: 3205 Harrisburg Bivd., Houston, Texas 





A MODERN PUMP FOR MODERN CONDITIONS 


Protected by Patents No. 1545474, 1545475, 1549175, 1621046; others pending. 
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Above is shown the 

new home of the Ex- 

position as it will ap- 

pear on the opening 
of the Show. 
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Above and to the left are pictures of the build- 
ing taken during construction. These indicate 
the extensive exhibiting space which has al- 
ready been sold out. Below and to the extreme 
right are photos of exhibits in last year’s show 
which was held in the old convention hall. 
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WorLD 
EXPOSITION | 


With the new Jesse H. Jones Coliseum nearing completion, final 
plans are being laid for the Houston Oil Show which is to be held 
in this new $1,500,000 building. The show will be put on by 
Oil-World Exposition, Inc., a non-profit organization composed of 
oil men and manufacturers of oil equipment. In addition to 
showing new tools and machinery for exploratory work, drilling, 
production, refining, natural gasoline manufacture and pipe 
lines, there will be association conventions, technical meetings 
and conferences covering specific operations in the petroleum 
industry. This is in accordance with the objective of the organ- 
ization which is stated in its By-Laws as follows: “The Purposes 
and limits of the activities of this association are, in a broad 
sense, educational, and shall comprise the collection, study and 
dissemination of factual data with respect to the oil industry in 
the following particulars: The collection and dissemination of 
knowledge in relation to the presence and discovery of oil, gas 
and other minerals; the production, storage, transporation, refin- 
ing and marketing of petroleum and its products; and the dis- 
play and exhibition of the mechanical equipment employed in 
aid thereof.” Oil men of California are invited to take active 
part in the various meetings to be held at the Houston show as 
well as visit the displays of field and plant equipment. 
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John R. Suman, 
President of Oil- 
World Exposition, 
Inc., (Vice-Pres. 
Humble Oil & Re- 
fining Company.) 


Ed. G. Lenzner, 

General Manager 

of Oil-World Ex- 
position, Inc. 
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Oil Industry To Be Spared 


Other Industries’ Labor Wars 


Leadership of Oil Workers’ Union conservative; good working con- 
ditions in industry. Industry not yet organized enough to make 
union too powerful, but organization activities on increase. 


47* oil industry, one of the. na- 
tion’s largest, is apparently going to 
be spared the destructive effects of 
labor war of the kind that has 
harassed nearly every other impor- 
tant industry in the country. 


Obvious reasons for the lack of 
strikes in the oil industry are that it, 
because of its nature, has not been 
unionized to nearly the extent that 
other manufacturing industries have 
been, that rates of pay and working 
conditions in the industry are among 
the most satisfactory in the United 
States, and that the companies, by 
and large, have been leaders in all 
kinds of labor-benefit plans, hence 
the unions have not had many in- 
equalities to get their teeth into. 


Another reason, and not the least 
important by any means, is the 
character of the leadership of the 
Oil Workers Union. This leadership 
has been active; it has exerted every 
effort to become the leading voice in 
oil industry labor relations, but it 
has not adopted the drastic and 
sometimes warlike tactics of other 
unions. The present activity on the 
part of the union is to gain mem- 
bers, a policy greatly aided in the 
oil industry as in all. others by the 
present administration’s attitude 
toward labor questions. That the 
movement is meeting with success 
cannot be questioned. The union of 
oil workers is gaining momentum 
throughout the country, and, locally, 
activity has so far increased that the 
union is sending an additional group 
of organizers to the state to aid the 
staff of four already active here. 


No Sales Organization 


This group will not extend the un- 
ion’s organization work beyond the 


phases currently being stressed; 
namely, the field workers, refinery 
workers, and pipeline workers, but 
will merely intensify the activity 
now being undertaken there and 
spread it over more fields of the 
state. The fear expressed in some 
quarters, that the union will soon 
approach the sales end of the busi- 
ness through  service-station at- 
tendants and tank-wagon salesmen, 
is as yet not to be realized, al- 
though some organization work is 
now going on among the service sta- 
tions. These two fields are to come 
later—how much later it is impos- 
sible to state, because the organiza- 
tion of these branches of the busi- 
ness depends to some extent upon 
the success and speed with which 
the other branches of the industry 
are organized. 


Another potent force for amicable 
labor union relations in the oil in- 
dustry can be traced to the way 
that unions in other industries have 
over-played their hands. Public 
opinion was with the unions, in gen- 
eral, until recently when their more 
or less unlawful and intimidating 
activity in connection with strikes 
alienated its affections. The unions 
will be forced, if they have not al- 
ready been forced, to conduct their 
activities on a more reasonable basis 
if they are to retain any semblance 
of public support. 


That being the case, it is extremely 
doubtful that the Oil Workers Un- 
ion will adopt any radical tactics. 
The oil industry was fortunate that 
it was not forced to any drastic steps 
during the high tide of unionism of 
a few months past—it will undoubt- 
edly. be spared for the future, be- 
cause the time for the union’s to 
strike has passed. 





This is not to say that the union 
can be ignored, nor that its activities 
have come to a stop. At El Segun- 
do, the Standard Oil Co. is going 
through a hearing to determine who, 
among a number of unions and the 


Standard Employees Association, 
shall represent the workers. A post- 
poned conference between the Shell 
Oil Co. and five unions will reopen 
soon—and in the meantime, as has 
been outlined above, the union is 
continuing its organizational activ- 
ities. 

The only doubt remaining in the 
minds of those in touch with the sit- 
uation is caused by the uncertainty 
as to the union’s course in the event 
that its present leadership is chang- 
ed. In that event, the union could 
possibly reverse its entire . present 
stand, and become a decided gad-fly 
on the industry’s flank. 


No Contract 


In that connection, it is of interest 
to note that one California oil man 
has stated, both to the union and to 
others, that the company in which 
he plays a leading part will not sign 
a contract with the union, even 
though it stands ready and willing 
to talk to union representatives at 
any time, and to take positive steps 
to ameliorate any inequitable labor 
conditions, by no matter whom 
pointed out. The thought behind the 
refusal to sign a contract is simply 
that wherever there is a written 
document, there are almost as many 
ways of interpreting it as there are 
clauses in the document, and that it 
is much easier and more satisfactory 
to settle labor questions in a friendly 
conference than to rely on a contract 
which purports to settle, before- 
hand, all of the multitudinous ques- 
tions that would be bound to come 
up. The Wagner Law, as interpreted 
thus far, does not require the sign- 
ing of a contract, but merely re- 
quires that management must meet 
with, and make an honest effort to 
settle specific labor questions 
brought up by, union representa- 
tives when the union can be shown 
to hold a majority of the labor in- 
volved. 
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O.P.A. Studies Way To Cut 


Compensation Insurance Rates 


Committee suggests that formation of mutual insurance company to 
concentrate on safety education would lower indepen- 
dents’ basic rates and improve experience record. 


a an effort to work out a plan 
whereby the independent producer 
can get lower workmen’s compensa- 
tion insurance rates, the Oil Pro- 
ducers Agency is studying the mat- 
ter at present, but has not yet 
reached a point where concrete pro- 
posals may be made, 


The Agency found that the basic 
rate of the independent producer 
was considerably higher than in 
other industries, and that, as con- 
trasted with the mining industry 
which this year had its basic rate 
lowered, this rate was increased 
11‘c last April. The rate is based 
upen the accident record of the in- 
dustry as a whole, and while many 








Petroleum processing 
Design and operation 
of petroleum equipment 


Here is a guidebook for 
plant managers, superintend- 
ents, chemists, engineers, and 
other refinery men—the first 
to provide a complete engin- 
eering treatment of petroleum 
processing, emphasizing its rela- 
tion to chemical engineering, and 
covering fundamentals, details 
of the design and operation of 
petroleum equipment, economical 
aspects, etc. 


Petroleum 
Refinery Engineering 


By W. L. Nelson 


Professor of Petroleum Refining, University of Tulsa 
647 pages, 6x9, 185 illustrations, $6.00 


Orders may be placed through 
CALIFORNIA POIL WORLD 
714 W. Olympic Blvd. Los Angeles, Calif. 





of the oil companies in the state 
maintain safety programs and safety 
education, many others find it im- 
possible to do so, hence their acci- 
dent rates are high. 


Mutual Company Suggested 


Without making any positive recom- 
mendations other than that the mat- 
ter be given further study, the com- 
mittee appointed by Jack Doyle, 
president of the Agency, has sub- 
mitted some suggestions for further 
action. 


One such suggestion by R. M. Blod- 
get, executive vice-president of the 
Agency, was that a study be made 
of the possibility of forming a Mu- 


tual Workmen’s Compensation In- 
surance Co., aiding the independent 
through such a company by concen- 
trating on safety education. 


Mr. Blodget, 
gestion, cited the experience of sim- 
ilar companies operating in the Mid- 
Continent, who have been able to 


in making his sug- 


lower the basic insurance rates in 
their district simply by making it 
possible for the companies to lower 
their accident rates. As further evi- 
dence of the practicability of the 
plan, Mr. Blodget cited the experi- 
ence of the mining industry of the 
state, which some time ago found 
that its insurance premiums were 
getting altogether out of hand. The 
mutual company formed by the min- 
ing industry, by concentrating upon 
safety education in the mining in- 
dustry, has recently aided the min- 
ing industry to get a 15% reduc- 
tion in the basic rate paid by that 
industry, as against a recent increase 
of 11% in the oil industry. 
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GEQANALYZER 


®Geoanalyzer—The first instrument to read 
the last foot of the hole. 


®Geoanalyzer—Introduced and perfected au- 
tomatic recording. 


®Geoanalyzer—Employs definitely superior 
circuits and measures quantities that are 
absolutely accurate. 


®Geoanalyzer—Overcomes distubances in- 
troduced by earth currents by using High 
Frequency Alternating Current. 


From its inception Geoanalyzer 
has led in new and better de- 
velopments. It is the object of 
continued study and has been 
constantly improved. 


518 E, 19th St., Bakersfield, Calif.—Phone 1420 





GEOANALYZER CORPORATION 
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We don’t know the other fellow, but 
one of them was Ray Pierson, and they 
have a game of chess during the lunch 
hour over at the Gilmore plant. They 
had stared at the board fixedly for per- 
haps half an hour, when Ray raised his 
head ever so slightly, and remarked, “It’s 
your move, if my memory is correct.” 


And Fred Simms overheard one of the 
girls in the office declare, “I sure en- 
joyed that vacation the boss took.” 


The Rio Hondo Golf Club must have 
been an apple orchard in days gone by. 
When the Union Oil Co. refinery boys 
had their tournament on the course a 
short time ago, they found it literally 
strewn with fruit. In fact, John Sal- 
mond, the refinery manager, came in 
with low net and was disqualified be- 
cause it was discovered he had played 
nine holes with a crab apple. 


One bright lad, who shall be nameless, 
bit into a particularly hard specimen, 
and mailed it to his dentist as a pattern 
for a new set of false teeth. 


And Doug Balthis, program chairman of 
the C. N. G. A. says a good cigar will 
never burn your tongue—unless you put 
the wrong end in your mouth. 


“Why don’t you run up a stand pipe?” 
suggested Ed Dryer, and the rousty re- 
plied in disdain, “Say, lissen, I’m a con- 
struction man—not a squirrel.” 


They had one of these magicians at the 
Orpheum a short time ago, and we have 





DON'T STOP ME NOW! WE'RE 
IN TROUBLE AND | WANT TO 
SEE MY COMPOSITE CATALOG... 


~ + 





it on good authority that a certain oil 
man went to the stage door after the 
show and asked, “Where’s that guy that 
can saw a woman in half?” “Do you 
want to talk to him?” inquired the door- 
man, and the old man answered, “Yeah, 
you bet. I gotta job for him.” 

But the most critical men in the oil 
business, according to Graydon Oliver, 
are the geologists; they are everlasting- 
ly finding faults. 

Russell Wood writes down from Taft to 
tell us that just before the local chapter 
High Jinks, a field man, wearing a pair 
of those big knee boots, went into a 
shine parlor and perched on a seat. One 
of the operators walked up, took a look 
at the brogans, and yelled, “Hey, Bill, 
gimme a hand here, I’ve got an oil con- 
tract.” 


And the son of a Brea pumper informed 
his buddy, “We’re going to move soon, 
I think. I broke one of the front room 
windows, and paw never said a word.” 


“Listen to that locomotive shriek,” said 
Marion Dice to his stenographer, and 
the latter cleverly replied, “No wonder, 
the engineer is throttling it again.” 

Incidentally, driving down to Long 
Beach a few days ago we noticed sev- 
eral buildings on the side of which were 
signs reading, “Post No Bills,” and we 


were wondering why it wouldn’t be a 


good idea to stick similar signs on the 
mail box. 


And as a piece of really worthwhile 
safety advice, Max Anfenger says, “Nev- 
er look ’round when you cross the road. 
Then, when an auto smacks you in the 
back, you will have the satisfaction of 
knowing it was the driver’s fault. And 
what’s more, the coroner will agree with 
you.” 


Dave Kilgour now tells us in all sinceri- 
ty that the oil business up in Canada 
isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. It gets 
so cold in Alberta in the winter time 
that the oil men think nothing of sleigh- 
ing each other. 


However, there is no reason why Cana- 
da should be especially mentioned in 
that connection. Even in our own coun- 
try it is not uncommon for a man to get 
the skids put under him in cold weather. 
Wherewith we break into iambic tri- 
ameter or something—thus: 

Little streams of water 

Encroaching in the sand 

Make the oil production 

Drop to beat the band. 


And just as we are about to conclude 
we learn of the invention of a chair 
that can be adjusted to 1500 different 
positions. A swell gadget for a pumper! 


Saying which we leave you once more 
to your own devices. Remember, there 
is nothing more effective in our present 
educational system than a swift kick in 
the pants. 








{OH BOY, WHAT A RELIEF! 
FOUND JUST THE TOOLS WE 
NEED; AND \/ 
EVERYTHING 
IS UNDER 
CONTROL! 
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Chain Belt Completes West Milwaukee Plant 


Chain Belt Co. of Milwaukee has just 
completed the erection of a new build- 
ing at its West Milwaukee Works to 
house the machine shop and the West 
Milwaukee offices. All machine opera- 
tions except the assembly and manufac- 
ture of steel and malleable chains and 
the finishing of sprocket wheels are be- 
ing moved from the Milwaukee Works 
to the West Milwaukee plant. As a re- 
sult of this move, more manufacturing 
space is made available for the produc- 
tion of conveyor and drive chains and 
sprockets. Other machine operations 
will now be closer to the construction 
equipment plant and _ the conveyor 


cy 


plant, the principal departments served. 
Here also will be located the spray 
nozzle shop and the Rex Stearns idler 
shop which was moved to Milwaukee 
from Cleveland some time ago and 
which has rapidly outgrown its former 
location. The Milwaukee works now 
consist of the main offices, the chain di- 
vision, and a gray iron foundry; while at 
West Milwaukee are located the malle- 
able foundry, the construction equip- 
ment division, the conveyor division, the 
research department, and the principal 
production offices. 


The new building consists of five longi- 


tudinal bays and one large transverse 
bay. The outside dimensions are 152x 
292 ft. The longitudinal bays with the 
exception of the north and south bays 
are one story high and equipped with 
floor operated overhead cranes, while 
the north and south and transverse bays 
are two stories high. The transverse 
bay is equipped with an overhead op- 
erated crane for loading and unloading 
cars on the tracks which also run into 
this bay. 


While the north two story longitudinal 
bay is open to the skylights, the south 
bay houses on its two floors offices of 
the production, plant engineering and 
tool designing departments, plus the of- 
fices of the works manager, workmen’s 
locker room, shower room and wash 
rooms. Two large vaults are provided 
for records and designs. 


The exterior of the building is finished 
in red brick with double tier steel case- 
ment windows and a saw tooth roof al- 
most entirely of glass. The plant is lo- 
cated on a 52-acre tract and was de- 
signed by Eschweiler and Eschweiler, of 
Milwaukee. 





Oil Show Arranges Communication System 


A public address system, pages and 
telephones will be used to provide com- 
plete communication during the. Oil- 
World Exposition to be held in Hous- 
ton, Texas, from Oct. 11 to 16, inclu- 
sive. Through these different means of 
communication, the usual confusion often 
attending the concentration in one sys- 
stem will be eliminated and individual 
attention will be given exhibitors in re- 
gard to messages to and from booths. 


The Gulf Oil Co. will furnish the pub- 
lic address system which was the one 
used over the entire grounds of the Tex- 
as Centennial Exposition last year. It 
will cover all parts of the exposition 
building, the tent and the outdoor 
grounds. The company will furnish 
technicians and operators and this sys- 
tem will be used for the convenience of 
the exhibitors and exposition manage- 
ment for making special public an- 
nouncements and acquaint visitors of 
the various meetings. 


Paging will be done by special mess- 
engers and the public address system 
will thus be relieved of this burden. Calls 
which any exhibitor may have will be 
relayed instantly to his booth with a 
written message. ~ 


Telephones will be installed throughout 
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the buildings and grounds for use of the 
various floor managers, general superin- 
tendents and general managers. These 
telephones will be connected with a sig- 
nal system so that the exposition office 
will be in constant touch with all parts 
of the entire exposition plant. 


In order to call together all heads of 
transportation departments of various 
oil companies, a two-day meeting has 
been scheduled by the Transportation 
Department of the Oil and Gas Indus- 
try of Texas during the Exposition. This 
meeting will be devoted mainly to dis- 
cussions of fleet operating problems and 
will take place on Oct. 13 and 14. 


Following the two-day meeting on re- 
fining measurement and control, a con- 
ference on refinery engineering will be 
conducted at the Exposition. This con- 
ference, which will be held on Friday, 
October 15, will cover all the major 
trends and important refining subjects. 


A tentative list of papers, has already 
been compiled and the present plans are 
to have the following subjects treated: 


Friday Morning—9:30 to 12:00 


“Thermal Polymerization and Its Utili- 


zation by Refineries,” by P. C. Keith and 
J. S. Carey of the M. W. Kellogg Co. 


“Manufacture of Organic Chemicals from 
Petroleum and Natural Gas by Polymer- 
ization” by Dr. M. C. Cooke, Alco Pro- 
ducts Inc., and Dr. C. R. Wagner, Pure 
Oil Co. 


“Catalytic Polymerization and Its Appli- 
cation in Refining” by Dr. Gustav Eg- 
loff, Universal Oil Products Co. 


“Combination Selective Cracking” by 
Dr. E. R. Smoley, The Lummus Co. 


Friday Afternoon—1:30 to 5:00 


“Alloys Tubes for Modern Refining Pro- 
cesses” by Dr. H. D. Newell, Chief Met- 
allurgist, Babcock & Wilcox Tube Co. 


“Metallurgy in Petroleum’ Refining 
Equipment” by E. S. Dixon, Metallurgist 
for The Texas Co. 


“Gasoline Treating and Sweetening Pro- 
cesses” by Dr. C. W. Rippie, Solvay 
Sales Co. 


“Extraction of Salts from Refinery 
Stocks by the Electrical Process” by T. 
N. St. Hill, president, Petroleum Recti- 
fying Co. Mr. St. Hill recently deliv- 
ered such a paper in Paris, France, for 
the recent Second World Petroleum 
Congress. 
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Business and Professional Directory 





THE 
HANCOCK OIL COMPANY 
of 
CALIFORNIA 


PRODUCERS - REFINERS 
MARKETERS 


J. R. PEMBERTON 
Oil Umpire 
1110 Security Title Insurance Bldg. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
TRinity 9705 


MARTIN VAN ee 
PETROLEUM ENGINEER 3 
405 South Hill Street 
LOS ANGELES 
CALIF. 


Michigan 8781 








THE PETROL 
CORPORATION 


Producers and Refiners 


Petrol Gasoline - Super Petrol Gasoline 
Kerosene - Fuel Oils - Diesel Oil - Asphalts 
Road Oils - AG wh Oils 

Distillates 


4020 Bandini Blvd. - Los Angeles, Cal. 


Read THE 
CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 
“The Oil Man’s 
Journal” 


$1.00 a Year 


GRAYDON OLIVER 
PETROLEUM ENGINEER 


215 West 7th Street 


Los Angeles, Calif. VAndike 3696 








BOLSA CHICA OIL CORP’N 
Producers of Petroleum 


555 So. Flower St. - Los Angeles, Cal. 











Classified Advertisements 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES 
Small type: 50c ole line per insertion. Count six 
words to a line. inimum cha $2.00. All classi- 
fied advertising payable in advance. Four con- 
secutive insertions at price of three, if copy does 


not change. 
$7.50 per inch 
10.00 per inch 


Not responsible for more than one incorrect in- 
sertion. 


WATER DEVELOPMENT GUARANTEED 








Water surveying service. David Romey, Phone 
Riimiaeton 1414, 507 Broad Ave., Wi ee 
t 





REFINERIES AND GASOLINE PLANTS 


Reconditioned or new heat exchangers, stills, 
fractionators, absorbers, condensers, at cut pri 
i designed any size for any use. W. F. Pyne, 

909 S. Ardmore Ave., Los Angeles. DRexel 1412. ti 


SCOUT REPORTS 











NEW MEXICO LEASEHOLDERS: For reliable 
information on New Mexico developments take my 
sony scout report. W.S. Patterson, Santa Fe, 





PIPE 





Line Pipe, Rat-Hole Pipe, Cte Pipe Surface 
Casing, used, at low prices. Also 2 tubular boilers 
Pe 3 100. “y one Bargain. Imperial! 

‘Supp Co., 2901 Santa Fe Ave., Los 
pad Cant. ” visas JE. 1104. tf 


FOR SALE 


Offer for quick ‘sale. F. O. B. Long — 
7000 ft. 5 inch O. D. Doheny stone, Flush 
grade D Drill pipe in 30 ft. joints. 
new. Price $1.00 per ft. Includes Tongs, Tool 
joint slips, Kelly for drilling under pressure, also 
about 20 extra subs and tool joints. Atlas Supply 
Co., 637 E. — Long Beach—or P. O. Box 
1331, B: kersfield 9-5-b 








MID-CONTINENTAL OIL CO. 
OF CALIF. 


727 West Seventh St. 
Los Angeles - Telephone TR. 8091 











OIL PROPERTIES WANTED 





WANTED—IN CALIFORNIA, Proven oil prop- 
erties, preferably low gravity. Also want wildcat 
acreage with geology. Box 300, c/o California Oil 
World. 9/, 





MAPS 


Large map of Los Angeles Basin oil fields 
and map showing all California oil fields. 
Price $15.00 each on paper and $20 each on 
cloth. Individual state oil and s mai 
of Mid-Continent and Rocky ountain 
regions Maps show geological cross sec- 
tions at base. These maps indicate weils 
drilling, wells producing and abandoned, 
with lepths. 

All maps revised up to date of purchase. 


JAMES C. BRANSFORD 
1127 Story Bldg. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Phone: TUcker 7530 











Martin Decker Gives 
Uses For Line Indicator 


Martin-Decker Corp. has published a 
leaflet describing and illustrating typical 
uses of the measuring line weight indi- 
cator. The device shows the actual ten- 
sion in measuring lines even while they 
are in rapid motion. It is used in run- 
ning instruments in wells for bottom hole 
pressure tests, directional surveys, locat- 
ing plugs during cementing, etc., as it 
gives a continuous reading on the line 
strain and prevents losing valuable tools 
in the hole. 





CORE ANALYSIS LABORATORY 
(Incorporated) 


Specializing in the physical determin- 
ation of porosity, permeability, oil 
and water saturation of core samples. 


P. O. Box 461 Telephone 
Ventura, Calif. Ventura 6355 











A. |. M. E. Issues 
Transactions, 1937 


2. ee A. I. M. E. has issued its Trans- ¥ 
actions (1937) volume 123, Petroleum 
Development and Technology, at $5 
bound in cloth; 689 pages. It is the 
twelfth of the Petroleum Development 
and Technology series of the Petroleum 
Division A. I. M. E., and contains papers — 
presented before the Division at Los 
Angeles, Calif., Oct. 1 and 2, and Fort i: 
Worth, Texas, Oct. 8 and 9, 1936, and™ 
at New York, Feb. 15-19, 1937. There 
are seven chapters. 


to (I) Production Engineering, 
Production Engineering Research, (III 
Stabilization, (IV) Petroleum Econom. 
ics, (V) Production — Domestic (262 
pages) and Foreign (104) pages, (VI) 
Petroleum Engineering Education, and 
(VII) Refining. 


This is the largest volume of the 
series since 1928, and contains approxi | 
mately 150 more pages than last year. 7 
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